?’\) INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

€
ISSN: 2692-515-x, Impact Factor: 9.23 I~  AMERICAN

— “ACADEMIC ~
American Academic publishers, volume 6, issue 02,2026

% PUBLISHER *
ACCESS JAWRNAL

e
Journal: https://www.academicpublishers.org/journals/index.php/ijai

A COMPARATIVE SEMANTIC ANALYSIS OF PRAISE EXPRESSIONS IN
ENGLISH AND UZBEK

Shokirova Madinabonu Sobit kizi
Tashkent University of Exact and Social Sciences, Master’s Degree Student (1st Year),

Tashkent, Uzbekistan Email: madinashokirova0l5@gmail.com
Phone: +998 99 491 71 78

Annotation

This article provides a comprehensive comparative semantic analysis of praise
expressions in English and Uzbek from the perspective of functional semantics. Praise is
examined as a category of positive evaluation that reflects linguistic, cultural, and
communicative values. The study aims to identify the semantic structure of praise expressions,
distinguish their core and peripheral components, and reveal similarities and differences
between the two languages. The research employs comparative, componential, and contextual
analysis of lexical and phraseological units. The findings demonstrate that although English and
Uzbek praise expressions share universal evaluative features, they differ in cultural motivation,
intensity, and functional orientation, highlighting the influence of language-specific and socio-
cultural factors.
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AHHOTanus

B crarbe mpOBOAMTCA ETAIBHBIA COMOCTABUTEIBHBIA CEMAHTUYECKUUA aHAIU3
BBIpQXXCHUI TOXBajbl B AHTJIMHCKOM U Y30€KCKOM S3bIKax B paMKax (PyHKIMOHAIbHON
ceMaHTuKkH. [loxBasia paccMaTpuBaeTcsa Kak KaTeropus MOJIOKATEIIBHON OLUEHKH, OTpa)karomas
A3BIKOBbIE, KYJIbTYpHbIE U KOMMYHUKATHBHbIE LIECHHOCTU. Llenp uccienoBaHusi — BBISIBUTH
CEMaHTHYECKYIO CTPYKTYPY BBIPOKEHUH IMOXBAJIBI, OMPECIIUTh UX SACPHBIC U MepudepHiTHbIC
KOMIIOHEHTBI, a TaK)K€ YCTAaHOBUTH CXOJCTBA M pa3jMuvs MEXIy ABYMs si3blkamu. B pabote
WCIIOJIB3YKOTCS METOJIbl CPABHUTEJIBHOTO, KOMIIOHEHTHOTO M KOHTEKCTYaJbHOTO aHAJIN3a
JEKCUYEeCKNX M (Ppa3eosiornuecKkux eAuHUIl. Pe3ynbTarhl MOKa3bIBAIOT, YTO, HECMOTpPS Ha
YHUBEPCAJIbHBIE OIEHOYHBIE XAPAKTEPUCTHUKH, BBIPAKEHUS MOXBAJIbl B AHIJIMMCKOM U
y30€KCKOM  SI3bIKaX pa3MyaloTcs IO KyJIbTYpHOH MOTHBAllMM, WHTEHCUBHOCTH U
(yHKIMOHATHHON HAIIPABICHHOCTH.

KiroueBnle cjioBa

MOXBaJIa, OILIEHKA, (DYHKIMOHAIBHO-CEMAHTUYECKOE II0JIe, CEeMaHTHUYECKUH aHalu3,
AHTIIMICKUAHN S3BIK, Y30€KCKHIA S3bIK.

Annotatsiya
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Mazkur maqolada ingliz va o‘zbek tillaridagi maqtov ifodalari funksional semantika
nuqtayi nazaridan qiyosiy tahlil qgilinadi. Maqtov ijobiy baholash kategoriyasi sifatida talqin
etilib, lingvistik, madaniy va kommunikativ qadriyatlarni aks ettiradi. Tadqiqot maqtov
ifodalarining semantik tuzilishini aniqlash, ularning yadro va periferik komponentlarini
belgilash, shuningdek, ikki til o‘rtasidagi o‘xshash va farqli jihatlarni aniqlashga qaratilgan.
Tadqiqot qiyosiy, komponential va kontekstual tahlil metodlariga asoslanadi. Natijalar shuni
ko‘rsatadiki, ingliz va o‘zbek tillaridagi maqtov ifodalari umumiy baholovchi xususiyatlarga
ega bo‘lsa-da, ular madaniy motivatsiya, intensivlik va funksional yo‘nalish jihatidan farqlanadi,
bu tilga xos va ijtimoiy-madaniy omillarning ta’sirini ko‘rsatadi.

Kalit so‘zlar
magqtov, baholash, funksional-semantik maydon, semantik tahlil, ingliz tili, o‘zbek tili.
Introduction

Praise is an essential component of human communication, functioning as a means of
expressing positive evaluation, approval, and encouragement [1], [2], [3]. In linguistic studies,
praise is closely connected with the broader category of evaluation, reflecting the speaker’s
attitude toward people, actions, or phenomena. Evaluative language has attracted considerable
scholarly attention due to its role in shaping interpersonal relations and social interaction.
However, despite numerous studies devoted to evaluation and complimenting behavior, a
comprehensive comparative semantic analysis of praise expressions in English and Uzbek has
not yet received sufficient attention.

Praise can be viewed as a structured system of linguistic units united by the common
meaning of positive evaluation [4], [5]. Within functional semantics, such systems are
described as functional semantic fields consisting of a semantic core and a periphery [6]. The
core includes lexical units that explicitly express praise, while peripheral elements convey
positive evaluation indirectly or through culturally and contextually conditioned means. Praise
is closely connected with cultural norms and communicative conventions, and its linguistic
realization varies significantly across languages.

The relevance of this study lies in the growing interest in contrastive linguistics and
intercultural communication, where the analysis of evaluative meanings plays a crucial role.
English and Uzbek belong to different language families and cultural traditions, making their
comparison particularly valuable. The aim of the present article is to analyze praise expressions
in English and Uzbek from a functional-semantic perspective, identify their core and peripheral
components, and determine both universal and language-specific semantic features.

Methodology

The research employs a qualitative comparative approach to identify and interpret the
semantic features of praise expressions in English and Uzbek [6], [7]. The empirical material
consists of lexical and phraseological units expressing praise, selected from authoritative
explanatory dictionaries, linguistic studies, and examples of authentic language use.
Comparative analysis reveals similarities and differences between the two languages,
componential analysis identifies core semantic features, and contextual analysis examines
functional realization in discourse. The functional semantic field framework serves as the main
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theoretical basis, allowing praise expressions to be classified into core and peripheral elements
according to the degree of explicit positive evaluation.

Results

The analysis shows that praise expressions in both English and Uzbek are organized as
structured functional semantic fields centered around the meaning of positive evaluation [1], [2].
The semantic core in both languages consists of lexical units that directly express approval and
admiration. Peripheral elements, however, differ: English praise includes a wide range of
neutral evaluative adjectives and idiomatic expressions, while Uzbek praise incorporates more
culturally marked and emotionally expressive units [8], [9].

Analysis and Discussion

Comparative findings reveal that, despite universal semantic features, praise expressions
in English and Uzbek are shaped by distinct cultural and communicative norms [7], [10].
English praise focuses on individual achievement and personal qualities, reflecting an
individual-oriented evaluative model. Uzbek praise often incorporates collective, moral, and
social values, extending evaluation beyond the individual to family background and ethical
behavior [8], [11]. Differences in emotional intensity and pragmatic orientation make Uzbek
praise more emotionally charged and socially embedded. The functional semantic field
approach effectively explains these distinctions by highlighting the interaction between
semantic meaning and cultural context [12].

Conclusion

This study confirms that praise expressions in English and Uzbek constitute coherent
functional semantic fields with identifiable core and peripheral components [5], [6]. While both
languages share the fundamental semantic function of positive evaluation, they differ
significantly in cultural motivation, semantic emphasis, and functional realization. These
differences underline the importance of integrating semantic and cultural perspectives in
contrastive linguistic research. The results have practical implications for translation practice,
language teaching, and further investigation of evaluative language across languages.
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