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Annotation: Learning Chinese characters might be difficult for many students because of
each character having its own shape, meaning, and sound. Traditional methods, such as writing
characters repeatedly, is often unmotivating and less effective. This study examines eight smart
learning methods to help students memorize Chinese characters more effectively and easily.

The methods includes character decomposition, mnemonic techniques, spaced repetition ,
stroke order practice, flashcards, radical-based grouping, multisensory learning, content based
learning. These strategies improve memory, understanding, and also motivation.

Results show that students who use smart methods can remember characters better then
students who use traditional methods, understand their structure, and use them correctly in
sentences. Combining technology, and structured practice makes learning more faster and more
enjoyable.

In conclusion, smart learning methods are effective tools for learning languages also
including Chinese characters. They reduce stress, increase motivation, and support long-term
memory. Using these methods together provides the best results for students learning languages.

Introduction

Learning Chinese characters is difficult for many students because of each character having
its own shape, meaning, and sound. Unlike alphabet languages, Chinese characters are not
letters but symbols, which makes them harder to remember. Traditional methods, like writing
the same character repeatedly, is unmotivating and boring.

Smart learning methods can help students learn faster and remember better. These methods
include breaking characters into small pieces, using stories and images to remember them,
reviewing characters regularly with spaced repetition, and using apps ,ai and digital tools. These
strategies make learning more interesting and effective.

This study looks at how smart methods can help students memorize Chinese characters
more efficiently. It also shows how combaning modern techniques with technology can
improve learning and make studying more enjoyable.

Here are eight important methods:

page 664


https://www.academicpublishers.org/journals/index.php/ijai

?’\) INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

N
N\

<

@
ISSN: 2692-515-x, Impact Factor: 9.23 Tl ::‘::":‘AI: .

American Academic publishers, volume 6, issue 02,2026 75, PUBLISHER *

OPENACGESS JAWRNAL

Journal: https://www.academicpublishers.org/journals/index.php/ijai

Breaking down characters in to small pieces.

Chinese characters are made of smaller parts called radicals. Breaking a character into
these parts helps students to understand its meaning and structure. For example, the character
“4K> (xid, rest) is made of “. A\ (person) and “K” (tree). This can be remembered as “a person
resting under a tree.” Understanding the parts helps students memorize new characters faster
and notice patterns.Another example is B (ming, bright), which combines H (sun) and A
(moon), meaning “sun and moon together make brightness.” Character decomposition helps
learners notice patterns across different characters, making memorization more easier.

Mnemonic Techniques

Mnemonics use images, stories, or associations to make remembering easier. For example,
the character “ILI” (shan, mountain) looks like three mountain peaks. Making a story or mental
picture of this shape can help students remember it better.Another example is &K (mu, tree),
which can be pictured as a trunk with two branches. Creating mental pictures or short stories
makes memorization more engaging and improves long-term recall. Mnemonics make learning
more interesting and motivating also improves memory.

Spaced Repetition System (SRS)

SRS is a method where learners review characters at different time intervals. Apps like
Anki use this method. A student sees a character today, then after one day, three days, a week,
and so on.For example, a student reviewing & (méi, every) every day for ten minutes over a
week can retain it much better than by simple repetition. SRS ensures that characters are
reviewed just before they are forgotten, making learning more efficient.

Stroke Order Practice

Writing characters in the correct stroke order helps learners remember them more easily.
When a learner writes “3#F” (hdo, good), they follow the strokes for 2 (woman) first, then
(child). Writing helps both the brain and the hand remember the character effectively.

Flashcards

Flashcards are very useful for practicing recognition, meaning, and pronunciation. Students
can use paper or digital based flashcards. On one side, they see the character; on the other, its
meaning and sound. Flashcards can be combined with SRS to improve memorization speed.

Radical-based Grouping

Grouping characters with the same radical helps learners find patterns. For example,
characters with “7K” (water), like JA] (river), /8 (sea), and j#§ (lake), all relate to water. Learning

in groups reduces the number of separate items to memorize.And might seem learning less hard
to a student.

Multisensory Learning

page 665


https://www.academicpublishers.org/journals/index.php/ijai

?’\) INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

N
N\

<

@
ISSN: 2692-515-x, Impact Factor: 9.23 fi ::‘::":‘AI: .

American Academic publishers, volume 6, issue 02,2026 be>> PUBLISHER *

OPENACGESS JAWRNAL

Journal: https://www.academicpublishers.org/journals/index.php/ijai

Using multiple senses improves memory. Students can see the character, say it oud loud,
and write it . Listening to the pronunciation while writing helps remember both the sound and
the shape. Multisensory learning makes studying more active and effective

Context based Learning

Learning characters in sentences or short texts helps students understand how to use them.

= b

For example, learning “IZ” (chi, eat) in the sentence “F & Xz 3 R (I like to eat apples)

shows meaning and usage. Context helps learners remember characters and use them in real life,
daily conversations.

Results

Using these eight smart methods together can make learning Chinese characters faster,
more easier, and enjoyable. Students will not only remember more characters but also
understand how to use them in everyday language and daily conversations. Combining
technology, mnemonics, and practice in context is the key to effective learning.

After using the eight smart methods, students showed significant improvement in learning
characters. Breaking down characters helped learners remember more complex characters
because they could understand the smaller parts and their meanings. For example, students
could easily recall characters like “ 4K (xi, rest) or “#f” (hdo, good) after learning their
radicals.

Mnemonic techniques also improved memory. Students who created stories or images for
characters remembered them better than those who only wrote the characters repeatedly. For
example, visualizing “ Il > (shan, mountain) as three peaks helped many students recall it
quickly.

Using spaced repetition systems (SRS) showed clear results in long-term memory. Students
who reviewed characters at increasing intervals could remember more characters even after
several weeks. This method reduced forgetting and made studying more effective,also showed
up in exams.

Stroke order practice strengthened both recognition and writing skills. Writing characters
correctly many times helped learners remember the order and structure naturally. Flashcards,
combined with SRS, allowed students to test themselves often and improve both reading and
writing skills.

Radical-based grouping made it easier to learn similar characters together. Students could
recognize patterns and relate meanings between characters. For example, all characters with the
“7K” (water) radical were easier to remember as a group.

Multisensory learning, including seeing, saying, and writing characters, helped students
remember better than using only one sense. Listening to pronunciation while writing also
improved pronunciation accuracy.
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Finally, contextual learning helped students understand how characters are used in

= o

sentences. Learning characters in real examples, like “F Z XNz 3 R~ (I like to eat apples),
made it easier to remember and use characters in real life communication.

Overall, combining all these smart methods helped students learn more characters,
remember them longer, and use them correctly in writing and speaking. Students also found
learning more interesting and less stressful compared to traditional methods.

Discussion

The results show that using smart learning methods helps students learn Chinese characters
more effectively than traditional methods. Character decomposition and radical-based grouping
make complex characters easier to understand. Students can see patterns in characters, which
reduces the difficulty of memorization.

Mnemonic techniques and multisensory learning make studying more interesting. When
students create stories, mental images, or use multiple senses like seeing, saying, and writing,
they remember characters better and longer. This shows that engaging the brain in different
ways improves memory.

Spaced repetition systems (SRS) are very useful for long-term learning. Reviewing
characters at regular intervals helps students not to forget them. Combining SRS with flashcards
makes practice organized and more effective. Stroke order practice also strengthens writing
skills, which helps learners remember characters more naturally.

Contextual learning is important because it shows how characters are used in real sentences.
Students not only memorize the meaning but also learn how to use characters in communication.
This helps them read, write, and speak Chinese more confidently.

Overall, smart learning methods improve memory, understanding, and motivation.
Students who use these methods find learning less stressful and enjoyable. Traditional methods,
like writing characters many times without actually understanding it ,is slow and less effective.
Using smart methods together gives the best results, because they combine understanding,
practice, and technology.
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