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Annotation.Introductory words are actively used in texts of different styles, which play a minor role, but
violate the integrity of the sentence and thus create a "ragged syntax". Hence, there is a large number of
punctuation errors in the written works of schoolchildren.
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Introductory units in the works of Russian linguists have appeared since about the middle of the XX
century. But today there are still a number of unresolved issues, due to the small number of studies that
address a certain number of issues.
For example, related to the interpretation of the concept of "introductory units" (both the content and its
volume). The grammatical and semantic properties of introductory words and phrases are also not fully
understood.
Such linguists as A.l. Anikin, P.A. Lekant, L.I. Vasilenko, R.A. Markaryan dealt with the issues of
studying introductory units.
The problem of introductory constructions as a means of expressing the modality of a sentence is also
relevant. An important role in the study of the modality of introductory units is played by the works of
V.V. Vinogradov, which were created back in the 1950s. In his work "On the category of modality and
modal words in the Russian language" (1950), the author, in fact, was the very first to formulate problems
related to the expression of modality by means of introductory units. V.V. Vinogradov identified the
types of modal meanings and the means of their expression. In addition, V.V. Vinogradov created a
classification of modal words, which consists of 12 categories, and described them in sufficient detail. It
is interesting how, in this regard, the linguist defines the modal values of introductory units. He believes
that modal constructions usually "form, as it were, a second layer of modal meanings in the semantic
structure of an utterance, since they are superimposed on the grammatical ground of a sentence that
already has a modal meaning".
Another merit of V.V. Vinogradov can be considered that he was the first to draw attention to the fact that
that introductory units "can refer not only to the whole sentence as a whole or to its predicate, but also to
its individual members." Apart from V.V. Vinogradov, such scientists as A.l. Ostanin, V.Z. Panfilov, G.P.
Nemets, V.V. Vostokov, A.A. Kornilov, I.V. Stolyarov and others have been studying the modality of
introductory units since the 1960s.
Also, from the twentieth century to the present, the attention of linguists has been drawn to the history of
introductory words in the Russian language (V.A. Glukhova), to the peculiarity of their interpretation
(R.M. Romanova, Z.M. Bazarbaeva) and semantic diversity.
In addition, there are works that are devoted to the issues of the functioning of introductory constructions
as part of various types of sentences, as part of the text (V.V. Amosova, A.M. Baranov, .M. Kobozeva,
G.A. Zolotova, M.S. Chertkova), as well as the peculiarities of the connection of introductory units with
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the statement as a whole (A.G. Rudnev, A.A. Shakhmatov, A.l. Anikin). Scientists are also investigating
the union function of introductory units in the structure of a sentence/text, this can be seen in the works of
N.V. Muravyeva, M.E. Boskova, T.S. Algazina, etc.

But, despite the large number of multidimensional works devoted to introductory units, we can say that so
far there is no common opinion among linguists regarding the definition of the concept of "introductory
units". Linguists, as a rule, use a variety of terminology in their work when analyzing them. In them, you
can find concepts such as: «BBomHbie cnoBa u ciioBocoueTaHus» (Hampumep, B pabortax bapanosa,
Byxapuna, Ko6o3eoii, OctanuHa);

* "Introductory modal words" (these are the works of Anisimova, Zolotova);

* "Introductory” or "introductory-allied components" (in the works of Algazina, Lekant, Stolyarova);

* "Introductory modal units" (in the works of Amosova);

* "Introductory constructions" (in the works of Galkina-Fedoruk, Glushakova);

* "Introductory words and phrases" (in the works of Paducheva). It should be noted that introductory units
can express a subjective attitude towards what is being said, as well as act as one of the central means of
the author's appeal to readers. Introductory elements are widely used in various functional styles of
speech.

Due to this, the texts of scientific works can themselves be a rich material for linguistic research on the
functioning of introductory units in speech, their textual functions.

To date, a large number of different classifications of introductory units can be found in linguistic research.
Most often, introductory constructions are considered as a kind of parenthesis.

Parenthesis is the introduction or insertion of any elements that relate to the content of a sentence or its
constructive parts, but go beyond the boundaries of typical syntactic connections established between the
constituent parts of a sentence.

It should be noted that among other types of parenthesis (insertion constructions, etc.), introductory units are
connected, first of all, with the author's goal to characterize the utterance in a variety of ways, depending on
which the main varieties of introductory units are distinguished.

o The following types of introductory elements are distinguished:

o * The modal quality of the message, first of all, the degree of reliability or ordinariness of the
message (maybe, as usual, etc.);

o * An indication of the source of the message (according to someone, etc.);

o * Qualification of the way and nature of expression of thought (generally speaking, it is worth
noting, I dare say);

o » Expression of the emotional coloring of the reported (emotional attitude to the facts reflected in

the message on the part of a person, including the author himself — to my surprise, to our happiness, to his
joy);

o * A contact function that provides contact and intimacy of speech interaction (imagine, agree,
imagine, imagine)

. * Pointing out the logical relationship of the parts of the utterance or the parts of the utterance in
the text (on the one hand, firstly, for example).

. Of course, there are other classifications of introductory units, for example, according to the
degree of lexical and structural limitation of the range of introductory elements

Syntactically specialized adverbs (perhaps, probably), separate verb forms (it seems, of course), as well as
separate case and prepositional forms of some nouns (for luck, for trouble);

* Lexicalized (phraseologically related) phrases (maybe, should be, actually, in one word);

* Free, however, lexically and grammatically standardized phrases of nominal or verbal type in one of the
components (to someone's happiness, to someone's joy, according to someone's information);

 Predicative constructions (constructive analogues of a sentence) with a verbal or nominal predicate,
lexically denoting a speech or cognitive action, or its result (He, I think, will never answer. A hundred paces
away, he knew, was the house).

If introductory units are considered from a grammatical point of view, they can be represented by almost all
parts of speech: personal verb forms, infinitive, participles and adverbs, nouns (with and without
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prepositions) and pronouns (with and without prepositions), adverbs, predicatives, verbal and even nominal
phraseological units.

Based on the above, it can be concluded that these classifications are based on various characteristics of
introductory constructions: formal, grammatical and semantic.
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