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Abstract: This article examines the influence of Gafur Ghulam on Uzbek poetry through literary
criticism and research. The study analyzes the poet's creative heritage, his contribution to modern
Uzbek poetry, and his impact on other poets' works based on literary analysis and scholarly
perspectives.
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Annotatsiya:Ushbu maqolada G'afur G'ulomning o'zbek she'riyatiga adabiy tanqid va
tadqiqotlar orqali ta'siri ko'rib chiqiladi. Tadqgiqotda shoirning ijodiy merosi, uning zamonaviy
o'zbek she'riyatiga qo'shgan hissasi va adabiy tahlil va ilmiy istigbollar asosida boshqa
shoirlarning ijodiga ta'siri tahlil gilinadi.

Kalit so'zlar: G'afur G'ulom, o'zbek she'riyati, adabiy ta'sir, modernizm, an'ana, 20-asr adabiyoti.

AnHoTtanusi:B nmanHOi crathe paccmartpuBaercs BhusHue ladypa ['ymama Ha y30€KCKyIO
MO33UI0  IOCPEICTBOM JIMTEPATYpHOM KPUTUKM M HcciaeAoBaHuil. B wuccienoBaHuu
AHAJTM3UPYETCs TBOPUECKOE HACIEHE M03Ta, €r0 BKJIAI B COBPEMEHHYIO Y30EKCKYIO MOJ3HI0 U
€ro BJIMSIHUE HA TBOPYECTBO JPYTHMX IOATOB HAa OCHOBE JIMTEPATYPHOrO aHAIM3a U HAYYHBIX
MEPCIIEKTHUB.

KroueBbie caoBa:I'adpyp I'ymam, y30ekckas mo33usi, JUTEPATypHOE BIMSHUE, MOACPHU3M,
Tpaauims, ureparypa 20 Bexa.

INTRODUCTION

The twentieth century was indeed a period of transformation in the Uzbek literature marked by
great cultural changes and innovation in literature. The genius among all those was Gafur
Ghulam (1903-1966), an outstanding figure who helped to shape not only his but also future
generations of Uzbek poets. As a poet, prose writer, and public intellectual, Ghulam's
contribution to Uzbek literature represents a unique synthesis of traditional poetic forms and
modern literary sensibilities [1]. His work not only reflected the social and cultural
transformations of his era but also pioneered new approaches to poetic expression that would
influence generations of writers to come.

Ghulam's literary career fell in a period when Uzbek society faced a sea of change during which
the conventional foundations of Central Asian culture collided with the modernizing impulses. It
is against this backdrop that his bridges between classical Uzbek poetic traditions and
contemporary themes and forms made all the more difference. His mastery of both classical
meters and modern free verse, combined with his deep understanding of both Eastern and
Western literary traditions, enabled him to create a distinctive poetic voice that would become
influential in shaping modern Uzbek literature [2].

The importance of Ghulam's influence is not only in his being an active influence for his
contemporaries but also in tracing those directions in which his innovative approach to poetry
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found response among subsequent generations of Uzbek writers. His works had established new
paradigms for tackling social issues with the help of poetry and set precedents, which are
relevant to modern poets too. This research is designed to explore the multi-dimensional impact
of Ghulam on Uzbek poetry, both in the immediate influence he made upon the literary scene
during his lifetime and his continuing relevance to modern Uzbek literature.

METHODOLOGY AND LITERATURE REVIEW

The research methodology is based on comparative-historical, biographical, and hermeneutical
analysis methods. The study primarily examines scholarly works, critical articles, and memoirs
of other poets regarding Gafur Ghulam's works.

Naim Karimov's monograph "Gafur Ghulam" comprehensively covers the poet's life and work
[2]. Ozod Sharafiddinov's research provides in-depth analysis of the poet's poetic mastery and
stylistic features [3]. Russian literary scholar L. Serebryakova studied Gafur Ghulam's works in
the context of world literature [4].

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Analyzing Gafur Ghulam's influence on Uzbek poetry reveals many of the important dimensions
of influence that have demarcated the journey of modern Uzbek literature. A careful study of
critical writings and scholarship holds in store an interesting pattern of influence through which
it can be comprehended how great and enduring the contribution of Ghulam to Uzbek poetry has
been.

On the level of poetic form and style, Ghulam's work is a perfect synthesis of the traditional and
the modern features [5]. Indeed, his innovation in versification and especially his mastery in
adapting classical meters to modern topics revealed absolutely new ways for poetic self-
expression in Uzbek literature. He was a great master of both traditional aruz meter and syllabic
barmok verse, though at the same time he had promoted modern poetic methods. It was actually
technical versatility that turned out to be so influential for further generations of poets. Notable
figures include Abdulla Aripov and Erkin Vohidov, who have recognized their debt to Ghulam's
formal innovations while developing their own distinctive styles on the foundation he laid [6].
Perhaps another very important aspect of Ghulam's influence is the philosophical and social
dimensions of his poetry. For the first time in Uzbek poetry, he introduced such a depth of
philosophical cognition, which, nevertheless, did not prevent it from being so accessible to the
mass reader [7]. This ability to combine intellectual sophistication with emotional resonance has
become a hallmark of modern Uzbek poetry. Ghulam's treatment of social themes showed how
poetry could deal with current issues without sacrificing artistic quality. His manner of pursuing
social commentary through poetry provided a model that many poets have followed, proving that
literature can serve both artistic and social purposes without losing out on either.

The main merit of Ghulam is his contribution to the development of poetic language. He
developed considerably the expressive possibilities of the Uzbek language in poetry, having
brought into it new metaphorical constructions while organically observing its natural rhythms
and patterns of speech [8]. It was possible for him to renew the poetic diction without losing the
peculiar features of the Uzbek language. Contemporary critics have commented on his
pioneering role in introducing new modes of expression to Uzbek poetry and, at the same time,
preserving the spirit of the best Uzbek literary tradition.

Works by contemporary Uzbek poets manifest a continuity of Ghulam's influence. Modern poets
refer to his works directly and indirectly, which testifies to the vividness of his literary heritage
[9]. His influence can be seen not only in matters of style and technique but also in approaches to
theme and subject matter. How he tackled universal themes through a distinctively Uzbek
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perspective continues to inspire contemporary poets seeking to balance local identity with global
relevance.

Critical responses to Ghulam's work, in fact, themselves reveal through time how his influence
has evolved. Early criticism focused primarily on his technical innovations and social themes,
while recent scholarship increasingly highlights his role in the development of a modern Uzbek
poetic sensibility. This shift in critical perspective reflects the multifaceted nature of his
influence and its continuing relevance to contemporary literary concerns.

Particularly significant is Ghulam's influence on the development of modern Uzbek literary
identity. His work demonstrated how Uzbek poetry could engage with modern themes and forms
while maintaining its distinctive cultural character. This balance between tradition and
innovation has become increasingly relevant as contemporary Uzbek writers navigate the
challenges of globalization while seeking to preserve cultural authenticity.

The scholarly discourse surrounding Ghulam's work also highlights his role in connecting Uzbek
poetry to broader literary traditions. His familiarity with both Eastern and Western literary
traditions enabled him to serve as a bridge between different cultural spheres, an aspect of his
influence that has become increasingly significant in the context of global literary exchange. His
work demonstrates how local literary traditions can engage with global influences while
maintaining their distinctive character.

CONCLUSION

The examination of Gafur Ghulam's influence on Uzbek poetry reveals a legacy that extends far
beyond mere literary achievement. His work represents a crucial bridge between classical and
modern Uzbek literary traditions, demonstrating how traditional poetic forms can be successfully
adapted to express contemporary ideas and concerns. The analysis of his impact through various
scholarly perspectives reveals that Ghulam's influence operates on multiple levels: technical
innovation in poetic form, philosophical depth in content, and modernization of poetic language.
Furthermore, Ghulam's legacy extends beyond his direct influence on poetry to encompass
broader questions about the role of literature in society. His work demonstrates how poetry can
engage with social and political realities while maintaining artistic integrity, a balance that
remains relevant to contemporary writers. The continuing scholarly interest in his work and its
influence suggests that future generations of Uzbek poets will continue to find inspiration and
guidance in his literary legacy.

As Uzbek literature continues to evolve in response to new social and cultural challenges,
Ghulam's example of successfully bridging tradition and innovation remains increasingly
relevant. His work provides a valuable model for how poets can maintain cultural authenticity
while engaging with modern forms and themes. This research suggests that understanding
Ghulam's influence is crucial not only for appreciating the development of Uzbek poetry in the
twentieth century but also for understanding its potential future directions in the twenty-first
century and beyond.
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