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Annotation:This study examines English word stress patterns and the challenges Uzbek learners
face in mastering them. In English, stress is not fixed and varies depending on word structure
and origin. In contrast, Uzbek generally places stress on the final syllable, leading to
pronunciation errors in English. The study emphasizes the importance of targeted teaching
methods, listening exercises, and stress-focused pronunciation drills to help Uzbek learners
overcome these difficulties.
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Annotatsiya: Ushbu tadqiqot ingliz tilidagi urg‘u naqshlarini va ularni o‘zbek o‘quvchilari
uchun keltiradigan qiyinchiliklarni o‘rganadi. Ingliz tilida urg‘u qat’iy qoidalarga bo‘ysunmay,
so‘zning tuzilishi va kelib chiqishiga qarab turli bo‘g‘inlarga tushadi. O‘zbek tilida esa urg‘u
odatda so‘zning oxirgi bo‘g‘iniga tushadi, bu esa o‘zbek o‘quvchilarining inglizcha talaffuzida
xatolarga sabab bo‘lishi mumkin. Tadqiqot ushbu muammolarni bartaraf etish uchun maxsus
o‘qitish usullari, tinglash mashqlari va urg‘uga yo‘naltirilgan talaffuz mashg‘ulotlari
muhimligini ta’kidlaydi.

Kalit so‘zlar:Urg‘u, talaffuz, ingliz urg‘u tizimi, o‘zbek o‘quvchilari, bo‘g‘in urg‘usi, fonologik
farqlar, urg‘u joylashuvi, talaffuzdagi xatolar.

The study of word stress patterns in English presents significant challenges for Uzbek learners,
who may struggle to navigate the intricacies of English phonetics. Understanding word stress is
crucial, as it affects not only pronunciation but also meaning and fluency in communication.
Unlike Uzbek, where stress patterns can be more predictable, English exhibits a range of stress
variations that often depend on the words function and morphology. This complexity can lead to
common errors among learners, such as mispronunciation and misunderstanding of meanings, as
evidenced in research that categorizes various errors made by Uzbek EFL students [2].
Furthermore, educational initiatives like those facilitated by the Center for Languages of the
Central Asian Region focus on enhancing teaching methods and addressing these specific
linguistic barriers [1]. Thus, an exploration of these stress patterns and their implications for
Uzbek learners is both pertinent and necessary for effective language acquisition.
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Overview of word stress in English and its significance in language learning.
Understanding word stress in English is crucial for effective communication, as it can alter the
meaning of words and sentences. In English, stress refers to the emphasis placed on certain
syllables within words or on certain words within sentences, which is not always intuitive for
non-native speakers, particularly learners from language backgrounds that do not employ similar
stress patterns. For Uzbek learners, who may encounter significant differences in phonetic and
phonological structures, mastering these stress patterns presents considerable challenges.
Research emphasizes that error analysis is essential for identifying specific aspects of
pronunciation that are problematic for these learners, thereby informing teaching methods and
strategies (cite4). Additionally, initiatives such as the Conference on Central Asian Languages
and Linguistics aim to bolster understanding and resources in language instruction, which
underscores the significance of tailored approaches in addressing these linguistic challenges
(cite3).
Understanding Word Stress Patterns in English.The complexity of word stress patterns in
English poses significant challenges for non-native speakers, particularly Uzbek learners. A
nuanced understanding of these patterns is critical, as incorrect stress can alter meaning and
hinder effective communication. For instance, the placement of stress can transform nouns into
verbs, such as in record (noun) versus record (verb), illustrating the functional importance of
stress placement in conveying the intended message. These difficulties are often compounded by
the emotional dimensions of language learning, such as listening anxiety, which negatively
influences comprehension and enjoyment among learners [5]. This suggests that addressing both
the cognitive and emotional aspects of language study is essential for improving proficiency in
word stress patterns. Integrating context-specific strategies into instruction can enhance both
students understanding and their capacity to engage more fully with the complexities of English
word stress [6].

Key characteristics of English word stress and its rules. Understanding the key
characteristics of English word stress is vital for educators addressing the challenges faced by
Uzbek learners of the language. English is characterized by its dynamic stress system, where
certain syllables within polysyllabic words receive greater emphasis than others, influencing the
rhythm and meaning of the spoken language. This stress is not uniform; rather, it often varies
based on factors like syntactic structure and word function. For instance, nouns typically receive
stress on the first syllable, while verbs may stress the second syllable, as illustrated in pairs like
record (noun) and record (verb). Such nuances pose specific difficulties for Uzbek learners,
whose native language exhibits different stress patterns and placements, resulting in common
errors during both speaking and writing tasks, as identified through recent analyses of English as
a Foreign Language (EFL) learners’ writings [7], [8]. Addressing these stress rules can
significantly enhance their pronunciation and comprehension skills.

Challenges Faced by Uzbek Learners.Uzbek learners encounter multifaceted
challenges when grappling with English word stress patterns, significantly impacting their
overall language acquisition. One major obstacle stems from the fundamental differences in
stress placement between Uzbek, a language characterized by fixed syllable rules, and English,
which employs variable stress patterns. This disparity can create confusion, leading to
mispronunciation and affecting comprehension among listeners. The difficulties are further
compounded by the educational context in Uzbekistan, where English Medium Instruction (EMI)
practices often lack effective implementation and robust pedagogical support, as highlighted in
recent studies emphasizing the importance of context-specific education strategies [10].
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Additionally, the complexity of EMI creates a gap in learners understanding of not just
grammatical structures but also phonetic nuances, thereby necessitating tailored instructional
approaches to address these unique challenges [9]. Addressing these issues is critical for
enhancing Uzbek learners proficiency and confidence in English. Specific
difficulties Uzbek learners encounter with English word stress. Understanding the
specific difficulties that Uzbek learners face in mastering English word stress is crucial for
enhancing their language acquisition experience. One significant challenge arises from the
phonetic and rhythmic discrepancies between Uzbek and English; while Uzbek utilizes a more
predictable syllable stress system, English word stress is less consistent and often relies on
nuanced acoustic properties. This divergence can lead to miscommunication, as incorrect stress
placement alters the meaning of words in English, as seen with pairs such as record (noun) and
record (verb). Furthermore, the impact of cultural identity on language learning cannot be
overlooked, as Uzbek students may struggle to reconcile their linguistic background with the
demands of English pronunciation [12]. Consequently, targeted instructional strategies are
necessary to address these challenges, fostering a deeper understanding of word stress patterns
and promoting better communicative competence among Uzbek learners [11].

Summary of findings and implications for teaching strategies.The findings of this
study underscore the complexities Uzbek learners face with English word stress patterns,
revealing significant implications for teaching strategies. It is essential for educators to
incorporate explicit instruction focused on rhythm and stress, as these elements are often
overlooked in traditional language teaching. Effective teaching methods may include the use of
auditory and kinesthetic learning activities, promoting a holistic approach to mastering
pronunciation. Additionally, cultural context should be integrated into lessons to bridge gaps in
understanding these stress patterns, fostering an environment of engagement. These insights
align with the broader educational discourse on the role of adaptive teaching methodologies in
Central Asia, as noted in [15]. Moreover, implementing innovative pedagogical frameworks, as
highlighted during the recent scientific-practical conference outlined in [16], could enhance
learner outcomes and better address the linguistic hurdles faced by Uzbek students in acquiring
English proficiency.

In conclusion, the investigation into word stress patterns in English has illuminated the
specific challenges that Uzbek learners face, particularly due to the phonetic and rhythmic
differences between their native language and English. As this study demonstrates, mastering
English word stress is not merely an issue of pronunciation but also a crucial aspect of
communicative competence that affects understanding and expression. The difficulties
encountered by Uzbek speakers may stem from their inherent linguistic structures, which
prioritize different stress patterns than those found in English. Ultimately, the results underscore
the necessity for targeted pedagogical strategies that address these unique challenges. Such
approaches are essential for improving overall proficiency among Uzbek learners, thereby
enhancing their ability to navigate the complexities of English. By fostering a deeper
understanding of word stress, educators can significantly contribute to a more effective language
acquisition process, thereby paving the way for successful communication in a globalized
context [13], [14].
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