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Abstract:This article explores the representation of static space and the symbolic vision of the
future in H. G. Wells’s seminal novella The Time Machine (1895). By interpreting the spatial
and temporal dynamics through the lens of science fiction theory and literary symbolism, the
study examines how Wells critiques Victorian society and envisions humanity’s ultimate fate. It
focuses on how space is portrayed not just as a physical construct but as a static reflection of
social stagnation and philosophical decay. Similarly, the future is not merely a chronological
projection but a symbolic realm shaped by Wells's concerns about evolution, class struggle, and
entropy. Through the use of allegory, metaphors, and narrative structure, Wells provides a
chilling warning about the trajectory of civilization. The paper concludes that The Time
Machine remains a powerful critique of industrial progress and human complacency.
Keywords:H. G. Wells, The Time Machine, science fiction, static space, symbolic future,
Victorian society, literary symbolism.

Annotatsiya:Ushbu maqolada H. G. Wellsning “Vaqt mashinasi” (1895) nomli mashhur
asarida statik makon va kelajak haqidagi ramziy tasavvur qanday ifodalangani o‘rganiladi.
Muallif zamon va makon o‘zgarishlarini ilmiy fantastika nazariyasi va adabiy ramziyat nuqtai
nazaridan tahlil qilib, Wellsning Viktoriya davri jamiyatini tanqid qilgani va insoniyatning
yakuniy taqdirini ganday tasavvur qilgani tahlil qilinadi. Makon nafaqat jismoniy tuzilma, balki
ijtimoiy turg‘unlik va falsafiy tanazzulning aksidir. Kelajak esa shunchaki xronologik tasvir
emas, balki Wellsning evolyutsiya, sinfiy kurash va entropiya haqidagi xavotirlariga asoslangan
ramziy olamdir. Alegoriya, metaforalar va syujet strukturasidan foydalangan holda, Wells
sivilizatsiyaning yo‘nalishi haqida dahshatli ogohlantirish beradi. Maqola “Vaqt mashinasi”
asari sanoat taraqqiyoti va insoniy loqaydlikka nisbatan kuchli tanqid bo‘lib qolishini
ta’kidlaydi.

Kalit so‘zlar: H. G. Wells, Vaqt mashinasi, ilmiy fantastika, statik makon, ramziy kelajak,
Viktoriya jamiyati, adabiy ramziyat

AHHOTanus:B naHHON cTaTbe paccMaTpUBAETCS MPEICTABICHUE CTATUYECKOTO MPOCTPAHCTBA
Y CUMBOJIMYECKOE BUJIeHHE Oynymiero B u3BectHou nmosectu I'. I'. Yamica «MammHa BpeMeHn»
(1895). Ilyrem uHTEeprpeTaliii IPOCTPAHCTBEHHOW M BPEMEHHOW JTWHAMUKHU C TOYKHU 3PCHHUS
TEOpUH HAyYHOM (AHTACTUKU M JIUTEPATYpHOHM CUMBOJMKHA aHAIM3UPYETCS, KaKk YIJuUIC
KPUTHKYET BUKTOPUAHCKOE OOIIECTBO M MPEIACTABISICT KOHEYHYIO CYyJIb0y YeIOBEeuecTBa.
[IpocTpaHCTBO TOKa3aHO HE TPOCTO KaK (U3NYECKas KOHCTPYKIUSA, a KaK OTpaKeHUE
colManpHOM crarHanuu U Quiuocodekoro ymaaka. byayimiee mpeacTtaBieHO HE Kak
XpOHOJIOTUYECKAs TMPOEKLHUs, a KaKk CHMBOJHYECKOE MPOCTPAHCTBO, CHOPMHPOBAHHOE
TpeBoramu Yojuica 00 5BOJIOLWH, KJIaccoBoil Ooprbe u suTpomuu. Yepes ameropuu,
MeTadopbl ¥ TOBECTBOBATEIBHYIO CTPYKTYPY YAIUIC BBIPAXKAET TPEBOKHOE MPEIOCTEPEKEHNE
0 Oyaymem nuBunuzanuu. CTtaths AenaeT BbIBOJ, UuTo «MalrmHa BpeMeHN» OCTa&TCsl MOIIHOMN
KPUTHUKOU UHIyCTPUATILHOTO MIPOTPecca M YeIOBEYECKON CaMOYBEPEHHOCTH.

page 2222

2 »
ey ACADEMIC
gt~ PUBLISHER *


https://www.academicpublishers.org/journals/index.php/ijai

$9) INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
\G\ C\g) % . AMERICAN
0Q~ (‘\ ki, ACADEMIC ~
Q~ ISSN: 2692-5206, Impact Factor: 12,23 B\ PUBLISHER *
?’ American Academic publishers, volume 05, issue 05,2025

Journal: https://www.academicpublishers.org/journals/index.php/ijai

KaroueBbie ciaoBa: I'. I'. Vamic, MamuHa BpeMeHUW, HaydHas (aHTACTHKA, CTaTHUYECKOE
MPOCTPAHCTBO, CHMBOJIMYECKOE Oyayiiee, BHUKTOPHAHCKOE OOIIECTBO, JHUTEpaTypHas
CHUMBOJIMKA.

Introduction

H. G. Wells’s The Time Machine is often celebrated as a pioneering work of science fiction, yet
its value lies not only in technological imagination but in its profound philosophical and
symbolic undertones. Written during the height of the British Empire and the Industrial
Revolution, the novella questions the optimism of progress and explores the consequences of
unchecked scientific and social advancement. This paper aims to analyze two central motifs in
the novel: the concept of static space and the symbolic vision of the future. Through a close
reading of the text and supporting literary theories, the study unveils how Wells uses space and
time as metaphors for societal and existential conditions.

Main Body

Static Space as Social Commentary

In The Time Machine, space is not dynamic or evolving but eerily static. The protagonist’s
journey forward in time leads not to a bustling futuristic utopia, but to a dystopic world divided
between the Eloi and the Morlocks. The Eloi, representing the upper class, live in idyllic but
sterile environments, devoid of intellectual or physical vigor. This static space reflects their
societal stagnation. Wells uses this environmental passivity to critique the consequences of
over-civilization and social complacency.

Similarly, the underground world of the Morlocks—dark, industrial, and mechanical—
symbolizes the dehumanization of labor and the regressive potential of technological
exploitation. Both spaces are static in the sense that they no longer evolve; they have reached
the end point of their respective trajectories. This spatial symbolism reveals Wells's fear that
rigid class systems and industrial dominance could lead to cultural and biological degeneration.
The Future as Symbolic Warning

Wells’s portrayal of the future is rich in symbolism. The Time Traveller’s journey beyond the
year 802,701 eventually leads to a distant future where the Earth is dying under a red sun,
inhabited only by simple life forms. This final vision strips away the illusion of eternal progress,
offering instead an image of cosmic entropy and human extinction. The symbolic use of time in
the novel warns against the belief in linear progress, suggesting instead a cyclical or even
regressive trajectory.

The Eloi and Morlocks are not just evolutionary outcomes; they are metaphors for the dangers
of imbalance—between mind and body, privilege and labor, nature and industry. By making the
future symbolic, Wells redefines science fiction as a genre not only of invention but of moral
and social reflection.

Literary Techniques and Narrative Structure

Wells employs several literary devices to emphasize these themes. The framing narrative
creates a sense of distance and skepticism, as the Time Traveller’s account is filtered through an
unnamed narrator. The use of contrast—light vs. darkness, above vs. below ground, past vs.
future—reinforces the novel’s symbolic oppositions.

Furthermore, the ambiguity of the Time Traveller’s final fate and the open-ended conclusion
enhance the allegorical tone of the work. Rather than resolving the narrative, Wells invites
readers to reflect on their own society and its direction.
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Conclusion

H. G. Wells’s The Time Machine is far more than a tale of temporal adventure; it is a profound
meditation on space, time, and civilization. By portraying static space as a metaphor for social
stagnation and by rendering the future as a symbolic realm of warning, Wells crafts a deeply
philosophical narrative. His work continues to resonate as a cautionary tale about the dangers of
complacency, the abuse of technology, and the illusion of progress. Through its symbolic
framework, The Time Machine challenges readers to consider the true cost of evolution and the
fragile destiny of humankind.
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