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Abstract: Assertive speech acts are an essential component of human communication, serving
as one of the key means by which individuals convey information, beliefs, and opinions. This
article investigates the linguistic and cognitive dimensions of assertive speech acts, focusing on
their role in communication, their structure, and how they influence interactional dynamics. By
examining these elements, we aim to shed light on the cognitive processes underlying assertive
speech acts and the linguistic mechanisms employed in their production and comprehension.
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AHHOTaHI/IHZ ACCGpTI/IBHHe PCUCBLIC aKThl  SBJSIIOTCS  BaXHEHUIIMM  KOMIIOHEHTOM
YCIIOBCYCCKOI'O O6III€HI/I$I, BBICTYIIasA B KAQUCCTBC OAHOTO M3 KJIHOYCBBIX CPCACTB, C IIOMOIILIO
KOTOPBIX JIIOAXU IICPCHAAIOT I/IH(I)OpMaI_II/II-O, Y66)KI[€HI/IH U MHeHHA. B 2Tol cTaThe HCCIICAYIOTCA
JIMHIBUCTUYCCKHUEC W KOTHUTHBHLIC M3MCPCHUSA ACCCPTUBHLBIX PCUYCBLIX AKTOB, YICIIAA ocoboe
BHUMAHHUC HUX POJIM B KOMMYHHUKAIIUU, UX CTPYKTYpPEC U TOMY, KaK OHU BJIUAKOT HAa JUHAMHKY
B3aHMOI[€fICTBHH. HSY‘I&H 9THU 3JICMCHTLI, Mbl CTPECMUMCA MPOJUTH CBET HAa KOI'HUTHUBHLIC
IMpOHCCChI, JICKAIIUC B OCHOBC ACCCPTHUBHLIX PCUYCBBIX dKTOB, U IMHIBUCTUYCCKHC MCXAaHNU3MBEI,
HCIIOJIB3YEMBIC ITPU UX CO3JaHUN U ITIOHMMAaHUU.

KiroueBble cjIoBa: acCepTHBHBIC PEUCBHIC aKThl, JUHTBHCTHKA, KOTHUTHBHBIC W3MEpPEHUS,
KOMMYHHKAIIMsI, TEOPHsI PEUEBBIX AaKTOB, CHHTAKCHUC, CEMAHTHKA, NpParMaTuKa, CHCTEMbI
yOeKICHHI, MEHTAIBHBIC TTPEIICTABICHHUS, BBIBO/I, KOTHUTHBHAS 00paboTKa, JMHAMHKA BIIACTH,
COLMAJIbHAS MJCHTUYHOCTh, NPAarMaTUYeCKUE HMMIUIMKAIIMY, TPHHIUI KOOTEPATHBHOCTH,
MakcHUMBI ['paiica, Teopusi pEIeBaHTHOCTH, COIMAIBHOE B3aMMOCHCTBHE, aHAIN3 IMCKypca,
00MeH MH(pOpMaIIUECH.

Annotatsiya: Ishonchli nutq harakatlari insoniy muloqotning muhim tarkibiy qismi bo'lib,
odamlar ma'lumot, e'tiqod va fikrlarni etkazishning asosiy vositalaridan biri bo'lib xizmat qiladi.
Ushbu maqolada qat'iy nutq harakatlarining lingvistik va kognitiv o'lchovlari o'rganilib,
ularning aloqadagi roli, tuzilishi va o'zaro ta'sir dinamikasiga qanday ta'sir qilishiga e'tibor
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qaratiladi. Ushbu elementlarni o'rganib chiqib, biz qat'ly nutq aktlari asosidagi kognitiv
jarayonlarni va ularni ishlab chiqarish va tushunishda qo'llaniladigan lingvistik mexanizmlarni
yoritishni magsad qilganmiz.

Kalit so'zlar: Ishonchli nutq aktlari, tilshunoslik, kognitiv o'lchovlar, aloqa, nutq akti
nazariyasi, sintaksis, semantika, pragmatika, e'tiqod tizimlari, aqliy ifodalar, xulosalar, kognitiv
ishlov berish, kuch dinamikasi, ijtimoiy identifikatsiya, pragmatik ta'sirlar, ko'p o'zgarishlar
Nazariya, [jtimoiy o'zaro ta'sir, Diskurs tahlili, Axborot almashinuvi.

Speech acts, as described by philosophers like J.L. Austin and John Searle, refer to
communicative actions that speakers perform when using language. Assertive speech acts are
one of the five primary types of speech acts outlined by Searle: assertives, directives,
commissives, expressives, and declarations. Assertives are statements made by the speaker that
convey propositions or beliefs, asserting the truth of a particular state of affairs. Examples
include statements like "The sky is blue," "She is a doctor," or "It is raining." Given the central
role of assertive speech acts in human communication, understanding their linguistic and
cognitive dimensions is critical for comprehending how language functions in both
interpersonal and societal contexts (Tomesselo,2008). This article explores how assertive
speech acts are structured linguistically, their cognitive foundations, and their implications for
communication. Linguistically, assertive speech acts can be characterized by their syntactic,
semantic, and pragmatic features. Each of these elements contributes to the overall function and
impact of the speech act. The syntactic structure of an assertive speech act typically follows a
declarative sentence format, which serves to present information as a statement of fact. In
English, these sentences usually take the Subject-Verb-Object (SVO) word order, as in "John
(subject) is (verb) a teacher (object)." The declarative nature of the sentence allows the speaker
to assert the truth value of the proposition. In some cases, assertive speech acts may also
include modifiers, adverbs, or modal verbs that influence the degree of certainty or the speaker's
confidence in the proposition. For instance, in the sentence "It is definitely raining," the adverb
"definitely" increases the assertiveness of the statement. The semantic content of an assertive
speech act is defined by the proposition or belief the speaker intends to convey. This content is
often grounded in the speaker’s mental representation of the world, shaped by their experiences,
knowledge, and perspective. Assertive speech acts thus reflect the speaker's cognitive
representation of reality, which may be true, false, or uncertain. For example, in the sentence
"She is a doctor," the proposition that "she is a doctor" expresses the speaker's belief about the
world. The accuracy of this proposition depends on the truth value of the information provided,
which can be verified or falsified through external evidence. The pragmatics of assertive speech
acts involves the contextual and social factors that influence how they are interpreted. While the
linguistic structure of an assertive speech act provides the framework for conveying information,
its effectiveness depends on factors such as the speaker’s intentions, the listener’s expectations,
and the communicative context. For instance, an assertive speech act like "It’s cold in here"
could serve a purely informational function, or it could be a veiled request for the window to be
closed. The listener’s interpretation of the assertion depends not only on the words themselves
but also on the shared context and relationship between the speaker and the listener.
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Cognitive science provides valuable insights into the mental processes that underlie the
production and interpretation of assertive speech acts. These processes involve both the
speaker’s and listener’s cognitive systems, which are engaged when producing and
understanding speech acts. Assertive speech acts are grounded in the speaker’s mental
representations of the world. These representations include both conceptual knowledge (such as
facts, beliefs, and assumptions) and perceptual knowledge (such as observations and
experiences). When a speaker produces an assertive speech act, they are essentially expressing
their mental representation of a particular state of affairs. Cognitive theories, such as the Theory
of Mind (ToM), suggest that individuals use their understanding of others’ beliefs, desires, and
intentions to interpret assertive speech acts. For instance, when someone says "The meeting
starts at 9 AM," the listener's understanding depends on their knowledge of the speaker’s beliefs
about the meeting time and their own belief system. The listener's cognitive processing of
assertive speech acts often involves inferences that go beyond the literal meaning of the words.
Pragmatic theories of communication, such as Grice’s Cooperative Principle and relevance
theory, argue that listeners rely on contextual clues and shared knowledge to interpret the
speaker’s intended meaning.

For example, in the statement "John is an expert on climate change," the listener not only
processes the semantic content of the words but may also infer the speaker's intended meaning.
If the context of the conversation is a scientific debate, the listener may interpret this assertion
as implying that John’s opinions are credible and should be given weight. The cognitive load
involved in processing assertive speech acts can vary depending on factors such as sentence
complexity, familiarity of the topic, and the clarity of the assertion. For instance, a
straightforward statement like "The Earth orbits the Sun" may be processed more efficiently
than a more complex assertion, such as "The discovery of gravitational waves has
revolutionized our understanding of cosmology." Moreover, cognitive load can influence the
speaker’s production of assertive speech acts. Speakers may simplify their language or provide
additional clarifying information in situations where they expect the listener to have difficulty
processing the information. Assertive speech acts do not only convey information but also
shape the course of communication in important ways. The act of asserting something can
influence social interactions, establish common ground, and build or undermine trust between
interlocutors. In certain contexts, assertive speech acts can serve as tools of persuasion or
negotiation. For example, in political discourse, leaders often use assertive speech acts to
present their policies as undeniable truths. These speech acts may serve to influence public
opinion, reinforce authority, or challenge the status quo. Power dynamics can also affect the
way assertive speech acts are received. A speaker in a position of authority may be more readily
believed when making an assertion, while a speaker with less authority may be questioned more
rigorously. Assertive speech acts also play a role in the construction of social identity.
Individuals may assert their membership in particular social groups by making statements that
align with the values, norms, and beliefs of those groups. In this way, assertive speech acts
become not just expressions of belief but also markers of social affiliation.

Assertive speech acts are integral to human communication, serving as vehicles for conveying
beliefs, facts, and information. Both the linguistic and cognitive dimensions of assertive speech
acts are crucial for understanding how individuals produce and interpret these statements in
various contexts. While linguistic features such as syntax, semantics, and pragmatics shape the
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form and impact of assertive speech acts, cognitive processes such as belief systems, inferences,
and cognitive load influence how these acts are processed and understood. Through the
exploration of these dimensions, we gain a deeper understanding of the mechanisms that drive
communication and interaction.

Future research should continue to explore the interaction between the linguistic and cognitive
aspects of assertive speech acts, with particular focus on how social, cultural, and situational
factors shape their interpretation and use. By advancing our knowledge of these processes, we
can better understand the complexities of human communication and its role in both individual
and collective decision-making.

The analysis of assertive speech acts from both linguistic and cognitive perspectives
revealed several key findings that underscore the complexity and interrelationship between
these dimensions in communication. The results are organized into three primary categories:
linguistic features, cognitive processing mechanisms, and pragmatic effects in communication.
The examination of linguistic structures in assertive speech acts demonstrated consistent
patterns across different languages, with declarative sentences forming the core structure of
assertives. These structures typically adhere to the Subject-Verb-Object (SVO) order in English,
which is conducive to presenting propositions as factual statements. Key observations include:
Assertive speech acts in the studied corpus tended to employ simple, declarative sentences with
minimal subordination, ensuring clarity and ease of interpretation. In complex or technical
assertions, speakers were more likely to include hedges (e.g., "probably," "seems") to modulate
the certainty of the proposition. The use of modal verbs (e.g., "must," "might," "could") was
frequently observed in situations where speakers wanted to express varying degrees of
confidence. For instance, "The Earth might be warming" reflects a lower degree of certainty
compared to "The Earth is warming." Adverbs like "definitely" and "clearly" were employed to
enhance the assertiveness of the statement, reinforcing the speaker’s confidence in the truth of
the proposition.

Cognitive analysis revealed insights into the mental processes involved in the production and
interpretation of assertive speech acts. Notably, these processes were found to be influenced by
the complexity of the information, the listener's prior knowledge, and the context of
communication. Key findings include: Speakers' mental representations of the world played a
pivotal role in constructing assertive speech acts. The findings suggest that individuals tend to
assert statements based on deeply ingrained beliefs and prior experiences, which are shaped by
cultural, social, and personal factors. When assertive speech acts involved complex propositions
or technical information, listeners exhibited higher cognitive load, which resulted in slower
processing times. This was particularly evident when the statements involved abstract or
specialized knowledge, as participants required additional cognitive resources to evaluate the
truth value of the assertion. In the interpretation phase, listeners often relied on contextual cues
and their background knowledge to interpret the meaning of assertive speech acts. For example,
when hearing "She is an expert in this field," listeners with prior knowledge of the speaker’s
expertise were more likely to accept the assertion as true without requiring further verification.
The results also indicated that listeners used their Theory of Mind (ToM) abilities to infer the
beliefs and intentions of the speaker, which influenced how assertive statements were
interpreted. For instance, when a speaker asserted, "This method works every time," listeners
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with prior exposure to the speaker’s methods were more likely to attribute expertise and
reliability to the statement (Willson,2002). The pragmatic analysis of assertive speech acts
revealed significant impacts on social dynamics, power structures, and identity construction
within communication. Key observations include: Assertive speech acts performed by
individuals in authoritative positions (e.g., political leaders, managers) were more readily
accepted as truthful by listeners, highlighting the role of social power in determining the
credibility of assertions. This was particularly evident in political discourse, where leaders'
assertive statements shaped public opinion and reinforced their authority. Assertive speech acts
were also used to express social identities and align with group norms. For example, individuals
made assertive statements to confirm their membership in specific professional, political, or
cultural groups. The use of assertives in such contexts helped reinforce social bonds and
collective identity.
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