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Summary: This article analyzes Azerbaijan's position as a regional power and its geopolitical
strategies in the post-Soviet space. Azerbaijan's strategic location, rich energy resources, and
developing transit infrastructure are identified as key factors enhancing its regional influence.
The country's multi-vector foreign policy—particularly its balanced relations with Russia,
Turkey, Iran, and Western states—is examined as a critical element in strengthening its regional
standing. Complex regional conflicts, especially the Karabakh conflict, are highlighted for their
role in shaping Azerbaijan’s security and diplomatic strategies. The article thoroughly assesses
the political, humanitarian, and security impacts of the Karabakh conflict and emphasizes the
significance of new geopolitical realities that emerged after the Second Karabakh War in 2020,
such as the opening of the Zangezur Corridor as a strategic transit route. It also addresses the
challenges and risks Azerbaijan faces in asserting itself as a regional power. The study
underlines the importance of pursuing multi-dimensional diplomacy, a balanced foreign policy,
economic diversification, innovation, and social development. Recommendations include
deepening regional integration, modernizing energy and transport sectors, resolving conflicts
peacefully, and expanding security cooperation. This article offers valuable academic and
practical insights into Azerbaijan’s evolving role in the dynamic geopolitical landscape of the
post-Soviet region.

Keywords: Post-Soviet space, regional power, geopolitical strategies, Karabakh conflict,
Zangezur corridor, energy diplomacy, transit routes, security policy

Xiilasa: Bu moqalodo post-Sovet mokaninda Azorbaycanin regional giic kimi mdvgeyi vo
geosiyasi strategiyalar1 dorindon tohlil edilir. Azorbaycanin strateji movqgeyi, zongin enerji
ehtiyatlar1 vo inkisaf etmokds olan tranzit infrastrukturu regionda onun tosir giiciinii artiran osas
faktorlardir. Moaqgalo Azorbaycan xarici siyasotinin ¢oxvektorlu xarakterini, xiisuson Rusiya,
Tiirkiys, Iran vo Qorb dovlotlori ilo balanslasdirilmis miinasibatlorini vo bu siyasatin regionda
Azorbaycanin movqgeyinin mohkomlonmasinda oynadig: rolu arasdirir. Post-Sovet mokaninda
yaranmis miirokkob miinaqigolor, xiisusilo Qarabag miinaqisosi, Azorbaycanin regional
tohliikosizlik vo diplomatiya strategiyalarin1 formalasdirmagda miihiim rol oynayir. Mogalado
Qarabag miinaqigosinin regiondaki siyasi, humanitar vo tohliikesizlik tosirlori genis sokildo
qgiymotlondirilir. Eyni zamanda, 2020-ci ilin sonunda bas vermis Ikinci Qarabag Miiharibasi
sonrast yaranan yeni geosiyasi realliglar, xiisusilo Zongozur dohlizinin agilmasi kimi strateji
tranzit marsrutlarinin regional inteqrasiya vo omokdasliq baximindan shomiyyati 6n plana
cixarilir. Azorbaycanin post-Sovet mokaninda regional giic kimi foaliyyotindo qarsilasdigi
cagiriglar va risklor do moqalads digget morkazindadir. Maqalo Azarbaycanin regional giic kimi
movqgeyini moéhkomlondirmok ii¢lin ¢oxsaxali diplomatiya vo balanslagdirilmig xarici siyasot
strategiyalarinin, homginin iqtisadiyyatin diversifikasiyasi, innovasiya vo sosial inkisafin
giiclondirilmasinin  zoruri oldugunu vurgulayir. Azorbaycan tiglin golocokds regional
inteqrasiyanin  dorinlogdirilmasi, enerji vo noqliyyat sektorlarinin modernlogdirilmasi,

page 92

. .« AMERIGAN
& “ACADEMIC ~


mailto:gulgun2004@mail.ru
https://ORCID./org/0009-0003-9754-3588
https://www.academicpublishers.org/journals/index.php/ijai

?’\) INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

N Q) ¥ . AMERIGAN
\G \) ISSN: 2692-5206, Impact Factor: 12,23 ;
XA p

Q) QL‘\ American Academic publishers, volume 05, issue 09,2025

Journal: https://www.academicpublishers.org/journals/index.php/ijai

miinaqisolorin siilh yolu ilo holli vo tohliikasizlik omokdaslhiginin genislondirilmosi kimi
istigamoatlordo siyasot aparmagq tovsiyo edilir. Bu moagalo post-Sovet mokaninda Azorbaycanin
dinamik geosiyasi miihitdoki mdvqgeyini anlamaq vo golocok strategiyalarin formalasdirilmasi
tictin akademik vo praktiki baximdan énomli tohfs vers bilor.

Acar sozlor  Post-Sovet mokan, regional giic, geosiyasi strategiyalar, Qarabag miinaqisosi,
Zongozur dohlizi, enerji diplomatiyast, tranzit marsrutlari, tohliikasizlik siyasati.

Pe3tome: B crarbe TpOBOAMTCS BCECTOPOHHW aHAIHM3 TOJOXKEHUS A3sepOaiikaHa Kak
PETHOHANBHOM JepXkKaBbl U €ro I'€ONOIMTUYECKUX CTPATEervii B MOCTCOBETCKOM IPOCTPAHCTBE.
Crparernyeckoe MOJOXEHHE CTPaHBI, OOTAaThle YHEPTETUUECKUE PECYpPChl U PAa3BHBAIOIIASCS
TpaH3UTHas MHQPACTPYKTypa paccMaTpUBAIOTCS KaK KIIOUeBble (DAKTOPBI, YCHJIMBAIOIINE
BiMsiHUE A3epOaiipkana B perroHe. Ocoboe BHUMaHUE yJeNsIeTCs MHOTOBEKTOPHOM BHEIIHEH
nojauTuke AzepOaiiikaHa, 0COOEHHO cOallaHCMPOBAHHBIM OTHoIlIeHusM ¢ Poccueit, Typiuei,
WpanoM u 3anagHbIMU CTpPaHaMH, 4YTO CIIOCOOCTBYET YKPEIUIEHMIO €ro IO3MLud Ha
peruoHanbHOM ypoBHe. Ci10KHble KOH(DIMKTBI B IIOCTCOBETCKOM IMPOCTPAHCTBE, B YACTHOCTU
Kapabaxckuii KOH(UIMKT, paccMaTpHBAIOTCA KakK 3HAYUMble (QakTopbl, (hopMmupyromme
cTpaTeruy 0€30MacHOCTH M AUIIoMaTHH AszepOaiikaHa. B ctarbe moapoOHO OLIEHHMBAIOTCS
MOJUTUYECKHE, TYMAaHUTAPHBIE U BOMPOCH 0€301MaCHOCTH, CBA3aHHBIE C KOH(DIMKTOM, a TaKKe
HOJYEPKUBAETCS BAXKHOCTh HOBBIX TI'€OMOJIMTUYECKUX peauii, BO3HUKIIMX Mocie Btopoit
Kapabaxckoii BoiiHbl B 2020 rogy, B 4aCTHOCTH OTKPBITHS 3aHIe3ypCKOTO KOpHIOpa Kak
CTPATETMYeCKOro TPAH3UTHOIO Mapuipyta. Takke paccMaTpHUBAIOTCS BBI3OBBI U PHUCKH, C
KOTOPBIMH CTalIKMBaeTcsi AzepOaii/pkaH Ha MyTH K YKPEIUICHHIO CBOEH poyin B peruone. B
KayecTBE PEKOMEHJAlUil  BBIJENAIOTCS HEOOXOIUMOCTh HPOBEIEHUS MHOIOIUIAHOBOMN
JTUIUIOMaTHH, CcOAJaHCUPOBAHHOW BHEUIHEW TIIOJIMTHKH, JIUBEPCU(UKAUN HKOHOMHKH,
pa3sBUTHS HHHOBaUMH M conuainbHOM cdepsl. Ilpeanaraercst yriyOneHue pervoHajlbHON
UHTETpaly, MOJEPHU3aLUsl DSHEPreTUYECKOr0 U  TPAHCIOPTHOTO CEKTOPOB, MHUPHOE
yperyJinpoBaHue KOH(IUKTOB U pacIIupeHue coTpyAHUYecTBa B cepe 6e3onacHocTH. CTaThs
IpeJCTaBIsIeT cOO0M 3HAUMMbIM BKJIAJ B aKaJEeMHUUYECKOE M NMPAKTUYECKOE MOHUMAaHHUE POJIU
AzepOaiiykaHa B AMHAMUYHO MEHSIOLIEMCSA TIEONOJIMTHUYECKOM KOHTEKCTE IOCTCOBETCKOI'O
IIPOCTPAHCTBA.

KiawueBble ciaoBa: IlocTcoBeTckoe IpPOCTPAaHCTBO, peruoHajbHas —JIeprKaBa,
reonoJIMTHYecKue  crpareruu, Kapabaxckuii — KOHQIMKT, 3aHTe3ypCKUil  KOPHIOP,
SHepreTuyeckas AUIIOMAaTHsI, TPAaH3UTHBIE MAapIIPYThI, IOJIUTHKA 0€30IacHOC

Geopolitical landscape of the post-Soviet space

The collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 and the emergence of 15 new independent states
completely changed the geopolitical order in the Eurasian space. Each of these states began to
develop along different political, economic and cultural trajectories. The previous ideological
unity gave way to competing interests, balanced security policies and new forms of cooperation.
Against the background of these processes, the post-Soviet space became an arena for the
collision and cooperation of global powers. From a geopolitical point of view, this space has
entered the sphere of interest of three main centers of influence: the Russian Federation, the
West (the USA and the EU) and, more actively, recently, the People's Republic of China.
Russia, considering this region as its "near abroad" and historical sphere of influence, is trying
to maintain its influence through the CIS, the CSTO and the Eurasian Economic Union [4, p.
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56]. The West, on the other hand, is trying to expand its sphere of influence in the region
through the promotion of democratic institutions, energy cooperation and security initiatives.
China, on the other hand, is trying to gain access to European markets through the “One Belt,
One Road” initiative [5, p.43]. The states in the region are pursuing a balancing policy that
seeks to maximize their interests among these powers. For example, Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan
are trying to integrate into both Western and Asian markets through energy projects and
transport corridors. On the other hand, states such as Armenia and Belarus are more integrated
into the military and economic structures of Russia.

In addition, frozen conflicts in the region (Karabakh, Abkhazia, South Ossetia,
Transnistria) remain a serious threat to stability and, as they coincide with the interests of
geopolitical powers, it is difficult to achieve consensus on the resolution of conflicts. This
reality demonstrates the weakness of geopolitical stability in the post-Soviet space and
constantly changing risks. Thus, the post-Soviet space acts as a complex and dynamic system in
today's geopolitical realities, where elements of both confrontation and cooperation exist.
Azerbaijan, taking a unique position in this geopolitical landscape, claims to be both a regional
power and a factor of stability.

Relevance and purpose of the topic. Three decades after the collapse of the Soviet Union,
the post-Soviet space still remains a geopolitically unstable and competitive region. The wealth
of energy resources in this region, the strategic position through which transport corridors pass,
and the existence of historical and ethnic conflicts have led to a clash of interests between great
powers. In such circumstances, the strengthening of Azerbaijan's position as a regional power,
its flexible and multilateral foreign policy, have made it a particularly important actor in the
post-Soviet space. Especially in 2020, against the background of new realities that emerged
after the 44-day Patriotic War, significant changes are observed in Azerbaijan's geopolitical
position and strategic approaches. Another important factor that increases the relevance of the
topic is the profound transformations taking place in the system of international relations. The
Russia-West confrontation, the Ukrainian war, energy security issues, and increasing
competition over transport and transit routes have further increased Azerbaijan's importance in
the regional and global system. In this regard, analyzing how Azerbaijan's geopolitical
strategies affect the role it plays in the post-Soviet space is of great scientific and practical
importance.

The aim of the study is to assess Azerbaijan's place and role in the new geopolitical
order emerging in the post-Soviet space, to analyze its strategies and diplomatic
maneuverability as a regional power, and to draw scientific conclusions about the sustainability
of this policy in terms of future prospects. In addition, the study will focus on Azerbaijan's
energy policy, security approaches, and activity in regional initiatives as the main analytical
directions.

Azerbaijan's Foreign Policy Priorities After Independence
One of the main challenges facing the Republic of Azerbaijan after regaining its independence
in 1991 was the formation of a flexible and multilateral foreign policy strategy in line with
national interests. Against the backdrop of the complex geopolitical realities and security
threats of the region, Azerbaijan's foreign policy focused on several main directions: protecting
state independence, ensuring territorial integrity, integration into international organizations,
efficient use of energy resources, and establishing balanced diplomatic relations. In the early
years, especially in 1991-1993, Azerbaijan's foreign policy was characterized by a certain
instability and lack of experience. However, starting in 1993, under the leadership of the
national leader Heydar Aliyev, a more systematic and pragmatic foreign policy concept was
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formed [6, p. 54]. The basis of this concept was balanced diplomacy and multilateral
cooperation. One of the main priorities was the resolution of the Karabakh conflict within the
framework of international law. Azerbaijan, in addition to participating in the OSCE Minsk
Group negotiations, has made diplomatic efforts to gain recognition of the country's territorial
integrity by the international community. In this context, resolutions and decisions of
international organizations such as the UN, the Council of Europe, and the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation are considered important diplomatic achievements.

Energy diplomacy occupies a special place in Azerbaijan's foreign policy. The "Contract of the
Century" signed in 1994 and the BTC (Baku—Thbilisi-Ceyhan), TANAP and TAP projects
implemented in the following years have increased Azerbaijan's international prestige and
positioned the country as an energy supplier and transit center in the region [21, p.232].
Through these projects, Azerbaijan has established a strategic partnership with the West and
strengthened its geopolitical balance policy through energy. At the same time, Azerbaijan has
prioritized active cooperation with international organizations. A member of the UN since 1992,
the country has tried to pursue a foreign policy based on international law by joining the
Council of Europe, the Non-Aligned Movement, the OIC and other organizations. In particular,
the election of a non-permanent member of the UN Security Council in 2011 has demonstrated
Azerbaijan's growing prestige in the international community. A balanced foreign policy has
enabled Azerbaijan to establish parallel relations with Russia, Iran, Turkey, the West and China.
This approach has served to maintain a neutral position among the competing great powers in
the region and reduce security risks.

Thus, after independence, Azerbaijan has formed a flexible, multifaceted and national interest-
based foreign policy model. This model has created the basis for the country's stability,
economic development and international prestige.

The Place of the Republic of Azerbaijan in the Post-Soviet Space. The Republic of

Azerbaijan is a state of special strategic importance in the post-Soviet space from a geopolitical,
economic and cultural perspective. Located in the South Caucasus region, Azerbaijan has
pursued a multi-directional foreign policy by establishing mutual relations with regional powers
such as Russia, Iran and Turkey, as well as global actors such as the European Union and the
United States. This position has created conditions for Azerbaijan to act as a regional power,
become an important actor in the post-Soviet space, and become a directing party rather than a
shaping party.
The geographical position of Azerbaijan, with access to the Caspian Sea, its location between
Europe and Asia, and its location on the main energy and transport corridors, has made it the
center of regional integration. Projects such as Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan, Baku-Tbilisi-Erzurum,
TANAP and Baku-Tbilisi-Kars have strengthened this role of Azerbaijan, ensuring that the
country becomes a strategic actor in European energy security and a bridge between Asia and
Europe [12, p.65].

While many countries in the post-Soviet space have faced internal political instability and
institutional weaknesses, Azerbaijan has been able to manage these problems relatively
successfully. This factor has also allowed it to take a more active role in regional initiatives, as
well as to act as an initiator of energy and transport projects.

Azerbaijan has also expanded its cooperation opportunities through its membership in regional
organizations such as the CIS, GUAM, and the Organization of Turkic States. As a formal
member of the CIS, Azerbaijan appreciates the opportunities for economic and political
dialogue on this platform, but has refrained from joining military integration (for example, the
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Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO). This approach demonstrates Azerbaijan's
balanced and independent foreign policy course based on national interests.

On the other hand, Azerbaijan is also distinguished in the post-Soviet space by its

religious and ethnic diversity, and these features have contributed to the promotion of
multiculturalism in the region. Through initiatives such as the Baku Process and the
International Humanitarian Forum, Azerbaijan is active not only in the political and economic
spheres, but also in the field of humanitarian diplomacy.
In general, Azerbaijan's place in the post-Soviet space is determined not only by geographical
and economic parameters, but also by its diplomatic activity, stability model and proactive
policy. It is now recognized and accepted as a regional power not only within the former Soviet
space, but also in the wider Eurasian space.

Advantages of geostrategic position
The geostrategic position of Azerbaijan — being in the center of the South Caucasus, on the
western coast of the Caspian Sea, at the crossroads between Europe and Asia — has given the
country regional and global importance. This position is of great importance both in terms of
the export of energy resources and the development of East-West and North-South transport
corridors [2, p.34]. The Baku-Thbilisi-Ceyhan oil pipeline, Baku-Tbilisi-Erzurum gas pipeline
and Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway projects passing through the territory of Azerbaijan are practical
manifestations of these advantages. In addition, Azerbaijan’s strengthening of ties with Central
Asian countries across the Caspian Sea makes it an important energy and logistics center not
only for the South Caucasus, but also for Eurasia as a whole.

Cooperation with Regional and International Organizations
Azerbaijan’s position in the post-Soviet space necessitated its active participation in various
international and regional organizations. Although Azerbaijan has been a member of the CIS
since 1993, its activities in this organization have been limited mainly to economic and
humanitarian cooperation. Azerbaijan has maintained its independent security strategy by not
joining the CSTO (Collective Security Treaty Organization). Instead, it has actively participated
in the GUAM (Georgia, Ukraine, Azerbaijan, Moldova) organization established in 1997,
supporting the promotion of alternative regional cooperation formats in the post-Soviet space.
In recent years Azerbaijan’s integration efforts have been strengthened further within the
framework of the Organization of Turkic States (OTS). At the initiative of Azerbaijan, this
organization has become a more functional platform, and after 2020, real steps have been taken
towards strategic cooperation in the Turkic world. The increase in Azerbaijan’s role in the
fields of transport, energy, information and security within the TTS has strengthened its
regional leadership [27, p. 46].

Multivector foreign policy model
One of the main pillars of Azerbaijan's foreign policy is the multivector (multidirectional)
policy model. This model is based on establishing parallel and balanced relations with various
power centers such as Russia, the West (especially the European Union and the USA), Iran,
Turkey and China. Multivector policy serves the goals of Azerbaijan's energy security,
protection of territorial integrity, economic development and increasing its international
prestige [24, p.43].

This policy model creates conditions for Azerbaijan to establish pragmatic cooperation with
both regional powers and global actors, without joining certain blocs, while preserving its
sovereign decision-making capabilities. For example, while Azerbaijan maintains close
relations with the European Union within the framework of the "Eastern Partnership", it also
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continues cooperation with Russia in the economic and trade sphere and participates in the
"One Belt, One Road" initiative with China.

Energy policy and regional integration
One of the main pillars of Azerbaijan's geopolitical strategy is energy policy. After
independence, the country's rich oil and gas reserves were brought to international markets and
energy resources were transformed into a tool of foreign policy, which served both Azerbaijan's
economic development and its strengthening of its position as a regional power. Energy policy
also allowed Azerbaijan to act as an initiator and active actor in regional integration initiatives.

Geopolitical significance of oil and gas projects (BTC, TAP, TANAP)
With the “Contract of the Century” signed in 1994, Azerbaijan entered a new stage in the
production and export of oil. The Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan (BTC) oil pipeline, which was
implemented as a result of this contract, transported Azerbaijani oil through Georgia and
Turkey to the Mediterranean Sea, excluding Russia and Iran as an alternative route. The BTC
pipeline became an important tool for implementing energy exports independently of politics
and became one of the main pillars of Azerbaijan’s sovereign energy strategy [21, p.46].
In the field of gas transportation, the TANAP (Trans-Anatolian Gas Pipeline) and TAP (Trans-
Adriatic Gas Pipeline) projects confirmed their key role in Azerbaijan’s gas exports to Europe
within the framework of the “Southern Gas Corridor” concept. Azerbaijani gas is delivered to
Turkey through TANAP, and to the European market through TAP via Greece, Albania and
Italy. These projects have led to Azerbaijan being recognized not only as an energy producer,
but also as a reliable transit country and strategic partner [6, p.25].

Azerbaijan-Turkey Energy Cooperation
Azerbaijan-Turkey relations have risen to the level of strategic partnership in the field of energy
cooperation. Energy relations between the two countries have not only economic but also
geopolitical significance. The TANAP project is one of the highlights of this cooperation and is
in line with Turkey's policy of becoming an energy center. TANAP also serves as an important
"gateway" for Azerbaijan's access to the European energy market.
In addition, the STAR Oil Refinery and SOCAR's investment projects in Turkey (Petkim,
SOCAR Turkey Energy) have strengthened economic integration in the energy sector between
the two countries. This cooperation is not limited only to mutual economic benefits, but also
creates conditions for the coordination of regional policies of the two states and gives impetus
to the formation of the South Caucasus Anatolian energy axis [17, p.130].

Role in European Energy Security
Azerbaijan is of strategic importance for the European Union as an alternative energy source
and route. As a result of the implementation of the Southern Gas Corridor, Azerbaijan has
become one of the important players in the energy security policy of the European Union.
Azerbaijani gas acts as an important alternative for the EU, which wants to reduce its
dependence on Russian gas.
Azerbaijan's energy policy, in addition to strengthening economic integration with Europe, also
forms the basis of political cooperation. The Strategic Partnership Memorandum on Energy
with the EU (2006) and recent cooperation initiatives on "Green Energy" further deepen
Azerbaijan's energy partnership with Europe [9]. Thus, Azerbaijan has become not only an
energy exporter, but also a subject participating in the formation of energy security policy.

Security strategies and military-political alliances
The security strategy of the Republic of Azerbaijan is closely related to its regional position,
experience of ethnic conflict, and location in a region where the interests of great powers clash.
Since the first years of state independence, the country's main security priority has been to
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implement an independent security policy by ensuring territorial integrity and protecting against
external influences. Within this framework, Azerbaijan has established security partnerships at
both the regional and global levels, while at the same time trying to maintain a balanced
approach.
The Karabakh conflict and new realities after the 2020 war

The Nagorno-Karabakh conflict has been a key issue on Azerbaijan’s national security agenda
for many years. In the early 1990s, Armenia’s military aggression against Azerbaijan resulted
in the occupation of 20% of its territories, which led to long-term military-political instability.
As a result of the 44-day Patriotic War that broke out in the fall of 2020, Azerbaijan largely
restored its territorial integrity and a new geopolitical reality was formed in the South Caucasus.
Security approaches have also been renewed in the post-war period. Azerbaijan’s coordination
of its military power with modern technologies and strategic allies, including the intensity of its
military-technical cooperation with Israel and Turkey, played an important role in achieving
this victory. At the same time, the deployment of Russian peacekeeping forces in the region and
cooperation within the framework of the trilateral declaration have brought the need for
additional diplomatic coordination to Azerbaijan’s security policy [7, p.243].

Balancing policy between Russia, Iran and the West
An important element in Azerbaijan's security policy is the principle of balancing. In relations
with Russia, Azerbaijan has tried not only to avoid tension, but also to keep strategic
communication channels open. Cooperation within the CIS and coordination with Moscow in
the energy and transport sectors are real expressions of this policy. However, Azerbaijan has
maintained its military sovereignty by refraining from joining military structures such as the
CSTO led by Russia.
Relations with Iran are more complex. Iran's military-political closeness to Armenia and
Azerbaijan's growing partnership with Turkey and Israel have strained Tehran-Baku relations
from time to time. However, Azerbaijan, taking into account its religious-cultural ties and
economic ties with Iran, tries not to damage these relations completely.
In relations with the West, Azerbaijan participates in cooperation programs with NATO,
conducts a security dialogue with the European Union, but does not join military blocs. This
policy is an indicator of Azerbaijan's desire to remain balanced and neutral and become a factor
of stability in the region [24, p.110].

Cooperation with Israel, Pakistan and NATO

One of Azerbaijan's closest partners in the field of military-political cooperation is Israel. Israel
plays an important role in the modernization of Azerbaijan's defense industry. Cooperation in
the field of unmanned aerial vehicles and electronic warfare technologies, in particular, has
yielded significant results in the 2020 war.
Relations with Pakistan are developing both at the political and military-strategic levels.
Pakistan, as the only country that does not officially recognize Armenia, fully supports the
territorial integrity of Azerbaijan. Military exercises, agreements in the field of defense industry
and diplomatic coordination between the two countries indicate Pakistan's growing role in the
South Caucasus.

Azerbaijan also operates within the framework of long-term cooperation with NATO.
Through the “Partnership for Peace” program and the “Individual Partnership Action Plan”
(IPAP), Azerbaijan conducts information exchange, military exercises and defense reforms with
NATO in the field of security. Azerbaijan has also actively participated in NATO missions,
especially in peacekeeping operations in Afghanistan.
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Regional initiatives and diplomatic activity of Azerbaijan
The Republic of Azerbaijan acts as an active and effective actor in the post-Soviet space not
only on energy and security issues, but also with diplomatic initiatives. Against the backdrop of
geopolitical changes in the region, Azerbaijan has further intensified its diplomatic efforts
towards regional integration, the development of transport relations and becoming a unifying
pillar of the Turkic world, especially after 2020.

Zangezur Corridor and Middle Corridor Initiative
One of the key elements of the trilateral statement of November 10, 2020, signed after the 44-
day war, was the opening of a transport link between the western regions of Azerbaijan and the
Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic — the Zangezur Corridor. This corridor is of strategic
importance not only for Azerbaijan, but also for Turkey, Central Asia and even China. The
Zangezur Corridor, combined with the Middle Corridor (Trans-Caspian International Transport
Route), creates an alternative trade route between Europe and Asia [13, p.32].
Within this framework, Azerbaijan is implementing a strategy to become one of the transport
hubs of the region by developing logistics, railway and port infrastructure. The Baku
International Sea Trade Port, the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway and the Alat Free Economic Zone
are important components of these initiatives.

Activity in the Organization of Turkic States
One of the important directions of Azerbaijan's diplomatic activity is its activity within the
framework of the Organization of Turkic States (OTS). After the victory in the Karabakh war,
Azerbaijan increased both its military-political and ideological influence in the Turkic world.
The idea of President Ilham Aliyev, “we are now not only in the South Caucasus, but also
in the center of the Turkic world,” expresses the political framework of this activity.
Within the framework of the OTS, Azerbaijan takes initiatives to expand transport connections,
establish digital and customs platforms for a unified Turkic world, and cooperate in the defense
industry. Through this organization, Azerbaijan both strengthens its integration with Central
Asia and claims a leading role in the formation of a pan-Turkic identity and a model of
economic cooperation [26, p.45].
Strengthening the role of a bridge between Central Asia and the Caucasus
With Azerbaijan's diplomatic activity, Central Asian countries, especially Kazakhstan,
Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan, are deepening their relations. This cooperation is built not only on
the Turkic identity, but also on specific economic and infrastructure projects, transport and
logistics initiatives and regional security issues. Azerbaijan's bilateral and multilateral
diplomatic activities with these countries contribute to the formation of a new map of
cooperation in the post-Soviet space.
Thus, Azerbaijan, with its initiative and diplomatic activity, has turned from a passive
participant into an active shaper in the post-Soviet space. The Zangezur corridor and the Middle
Corridor, integration efforts within the framework of the Organization of Turkic States, as well
as deepening cooperation with Central Asia, practically demonstrate Azerbaijan's claim to
leadership in the region.

Contflicts in the Post-Soviet Space and Azerbaijan's Position
The post-Soviet space is a region with complex and multilateral interactions in the political,
economic and security spheres of the newly independent states formed after the collapse of the
USSR. A number of long-term conflicts within this space have had a negative impact on the
geopolitical stability of the region and have seriously shaped the security architecture of the
South Caucasus region, including Azerbaijan. As a state located at the center of these conflicts,
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Azerbaijan has an important geopolitical position both for ensuring its territorial integrity and
for establishing peace and stability in the region

The Karabakh conflict and its regional implications
The Karabakh conflict is a territorial conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan that began in
1988 and escalated into armed conflict in the 1990s. As a result of the Second Karabakh War,
which broke out in the fall of 2020, Azerbaijan regained part of its territorial integrity. This
conflict remains one of the longest and most complex conflicts in the post-Soviet region, and its
effects have a serious impact not only on the two states, but also on the regional security
balance. The conflict has led to humanitarian crises, waves of migration and increased political
tensions in the region, as well as stimulating the intervention of foreign powers in the region [6,
p.25].
In the process of resolving the conflict, Azerbaijan has strengthened its position and shown
activity in the diplomatic field relying on the principles of international law, in particular the
resolutions of the UN Security Council. At the same time, this conflict has led to the reshaping
of Azerbaijan's military and security strategies [7, p.56].

Zangezur Corridor and New Geopolitical Realities
The new political realities that emerged after the 2020 war, especially with the opening of the
Zangezur corridor, have accelerated economic and geopolitical transformations in the region.
The Zangezur corridor is an important transit hub that directly connects Azerbaijan and Turkey
with the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic, as well as has the potential to create new transport
and trade routes between Central Asia and Turkey [11, p.30].
This corridor symbolizes a change in the balance of power in the region not only in an
economic sense, but also in a political aspect. With the opening of the corridor Azerbaijan
increases its transit opportunities, promotes regional integration, and strengthens its position in
the post-Soviet space. At the same time, this affects the interests of regional actors such as
Russia and Iran and causes changes in their positions [1, p.55].
The interaction of regional powers (Russia, Iran, Turkey)
The interaction of regional powers in the post-Soviet space, especially Russia, Iran and Turkey,
plays an important role in Azerbaijan's geopolitical strategies. Russia, preserving its influence
from the Soviet era, remains the dominant power in the South Caucasus and demonstrates
cooperative and competitive positions with Azerbaijan at various levels. Azerbaijan's balanced
attitude towards Russia is important for ensuring security in the region [18, p.123].

Relations with Iran are also complex; religious, ethnic and geopolitical factors both bring
relations closer and strain them. The presence of the Sunni and Shiite populations of Azerbaijan,
as well as regional energy and transit routes, along with cooperation between the two countries,
also cause factors of competition and distrust [16 p.88].

Turkey is a strategic partner for Azerbaijan. There are ethnic, cultural and historical ties
between the two countries, which leads to an increase in Turkey's influence in the South
Caucasus. Turkey plays an important role in changing the balance of power in the post-Soviet
space by supporting Azerbaijan in both diplomatic and military and economic spheres in its
regional policy [28, p.34].

These three regional powers have different interests, strategic plans and maneuvering
opportunities in the geography where Azerbaijan is located. Azerbaijan carefully balances its
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mutual relations with these actors while building its geopolitical strategies and has done
multifaceted work to maintain peace and stability in the region.

Opportunities and limitations of Azerbaijan as a regional power
Azerbaijan's position as a regional power in the post-Soviet space is associated with its strategic
geographical location, rich energy resources and active diplomatic policy. However, at the same
time, the complex geopolitical conditions in the region and internal development factors also
determine the limitations of Azerbaijan's power.
Strengths and potentials
Azerbaijan's main strength is its rich energy resources. In particular, the oil and gas fields in the
Caspian Sea ensure the country's economic stability and allow it to play an important role in
international energy markets [22, p.34]. Along with the export of energy resources, Azerbaijan
attaches great importance to the development of transit corridors in the East-West and North-
South directions. This turns the country into a regional transport and trade center.
The diplomatic arena is also considered a strong point of Azerbaijan. Baku pursues a balanced
foreign policy in the Caucasus, forming multifaceted cooperation with Russia, Turkey, Iran and
Western actors. This policy allows the country to maneuver in the complex balance of power in
the region [18, p.56].
At the same time, Azerbaijan is taking serious steps to diversify its economy and invest in
technology and innovation, which will increase the country's long-term regional influence.

Challenges and risks
The balance of power in the post-Soviet space is constantly changing, and the challenges
Azerbaijan faces in this context are multifaceted. One of the biggest geopolitical risks is the
preservation of Russia's dominant position in the region and the occasional occurrence of
conflicts of interest with Azerbaijan. Iran's increasing activity in the region also creates
additional difficulties for Azerbaijan's security policy [16, p.89].
The lack of sustainability of domestic political and economic reforms and social problems may
prevent the country from fully realizing its power potential. For example, the high dependence
of the economy on the oil and gas sector still limits diversification, and instability in world
energy markets puts Azerbaijan at risk.
In addition, the continuation of regional conflicts and geopolitical uncertainties limits
investment and economic cooperation opportunities.

Regional Impact of Internal Development
Azerbaijan’s socio-economic development and infrastructure modernization are increasing its
influence in the region. Modernized transport and energy projects, including transit routes such
as the Zangezur corridor, are strengthening the country’s central role in regional integration [11,
p-35].
Steps taken in the fields of education and technology are increasing Azerbaijan’s innovation
and human capital potential, which supports the country’s regional leadership in the long term.
Internal stability and development create conditions for Azerbaijan to deepen its relations with
neighboring countries and expand economic cooperation, which strengthens its position as a
regional power in the post-Soviet space.
Conclusion
Azerbaijan's role as a regional power in the post-Soviet space is the result of its strategic
position, rich energy resources and multi-vector foreign policy. The growing importance of
Azerbaijan's energy resources in world markets, the development of transit transport corridors
and its active participation in the settlement of conflicts in the region confirm its position as one
of the important actors shaping the balance of power in the region. At the same time,
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Azerbaijan's leading role in ensuring peace and stability in the region, in particular its
achievements in resolving the Karabakh conflict, further strengthens its regional influence.
However, the geopolitical competition in the region, the volatility of the balance of power and
certain difficulties in internal economic and political development may prevent Azerbaijan from
fully strengthening its position. Nevertheless, Baku has the potential to successfully manage
these challenges by pursuing a multi-faceted and balanced foreign policy.

Future geopolitical strategies directions
One of the main directions in Azerbaijan's future geopolitical strategies should be to increase
regional integration and transit potential. In particular, the implementation of strategic projects
such as the Zangezur corridor creates an important platform for strengthening economic
cooperation and security in the region.
In addition, diversifying Azerbaijan's energy policy and increasing investments in renewable
energy sources and innovative technologies will ensure the country's long-term energy security
and strengthen its regional leadership.
On the diplomatic front, Azerbaijan should continue its balanced foreign policy strategy and
further strengthen its position between Russia, Turkey, Iran and the West. Peaceful resolution
of regional conflicts and expansion of security cooperation will serve to increase Azerbaijan's
geopolitical influence.

Recommendations and perspectives
1. Deepening regional cooperation: Azerbaijan should increase its activity in the Organization
of Turkic States and other regional platforms, expanding opportunities for cooperation in the
economic and security spheres.
2. Accelerating internal reforms: Priority should be given to diversification and innovation
strategies to reduce the economy's dependence on the oil and gas sector. Social and political
stability should be strengthened, and investments in human capital should be increased.
3. Modernizing energy security and transit infrastructure: Implementation of new energy
projects and development of existing transit routes will strengthen Azerbaijan's role in the
region.
4. Continuing multifaceted diplomacy: A balanced and flexible policy should be pursued in
relations with regional and global powers, and an active role should be played in resolving
conflicts.
5. Strengthening regional security: Along with increasing military potential, importance should
also be given to the development of mutual trust and security cooperation.
In general, Azerbaijan should successfully implement both internal development and
multifaceted foreign policy strategies in order to strengthen its position in the post-Soviet space
and become a regional power. This is a necessary condition for the long-term stability and
development of the country.
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