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Abstract: This article comprehensively analyzes the formation of economic knowledge, its
stages of development and the processes of its historical development. The process of the
formation of economic thought, from the earliest economic experiences of mankind, from its
simple ideas in ancient times, to the thoughts of ancient thinkers, medieval economic views and
the ideas of the classical school of economics of the new era, is consistently covered. The
emergence of the neoclassical direction, the marginalist revolution, the Keynesianism that
emerged in the later period, institutionalism, monetarism, free market theories and new
branches of modern economics - behavioral economics, digital economics, innovative
development theories - are also separately considered.
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AHHoOTanusi: B JaHHO# cTaThe BCECTOPOHHE AHAIU3UPYETCS CTAHOBIICHUE YKOHOMHYECKHX
3HAHMA, ITAlbl MX Pa3BUTHS U TPOIECCHl UX HCTOPUYECKOro pa3Butus. llociemoBaTellbHO
OCBEII[AETCSl TIPOIIECC CTAHOBJICHHSI SKOHOMHYECKOW MBICIH, HA4YMHAs C CaMbIX paHHHX
H9KOHOMHYECKHUX OIBITOB YEJIOBEYECTBA, OT €r0 MPOCTHIX UCH B IPEBHOCTH, JI0 MJICH aHTUYHBIX
MBICJIUTENICH, CPEIHEBEKOBBIX OKOHOMHUYCCKHMX BO33PCHHH M HICH  KIACCUYECKOH
9KOHOMUYECKOW IIKOJIBI HOBOTO BpeMeHH. OTHeIbHO paccMaTpUBAIOTCS BO3HUKHOBEHUE
HEOKJIACCHYECKOTO HAIMIPABIICHUS, MAPKUHAIIMCTCKAsT PEBOJIIOLINS, BOSHHKIIIEE B 00JIee MO3IHUI
NepHo KEHHCHAHCTBO, MHCTUTYITMOHATIU3M, MOHETAPU3M, TEOPHUH CBOOOIHOTO PhIHKA M HOBBIE
HAIPaBJICHUS] COBPEMEHHOM YKOHOMHKHU — MOBEJCHUECKAsT YIKOHOMHKA, [TU(PPOBasi IKOHOMHUKA,
TEOPHH WHHOBAIMOHHOT'O Pa3BUTHS.

KawueBble c10Ba: DKOHOMHYECKHE 3HAHHS, DKOHOMHYECKas Teopusi, Kiaccuyeckas Ikosa
SKOHOMMKH, Heokmaccuueckuii noaxon, HampaBieHuss 3KOHOMHUYECKOTO — pa3BHUTHA,
CoBpeMeHHbIE SKOHOMUYECKHE TeOpUH, MlcTopudeckne 3Tanbl SKOHOMHYECKON MBICIIH, Makpo-
Y MUKPODKOHOMHUYECKUI aHAIU3

INTRODUCTION

Economic knowledge is directly related to the development of mankind, and each historical
period creates its own economic needs and requirements. Initially, man carried out simple
economic activities to ensure his life; over time, these experiments rose to the level of scientific
theories. The first economic ideas - understanding the issues of labor, market, exchange and
distribution - developed in the civilizations of the Ancient East, Greece and Rome, creating the
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foundation of modern economics. Today, globalization, technological modernization, and
innovative processes are making economic systems more complex. Therefore, an in-depth study
of the formation, stages of development, and modern theoretical directions of economic
knowledge is of great importance not only from a scientific but also from a practical point of
view.

The Origin of Economic Knowledge

In the history of mankind, the initial forms of economic activity — hunting, farming, exchange,
and division of labor — were initially based on simple practices. These processes formed the
initial foundation of economic knowledge. In the civilizations of the Ancient East, in particular
in Mesopotamia and Egypt, written sources appeared on the distribution of land and property,
the calculation of taxes, and the management of trade relations. The influence of state
administration, law, and order on the economy played an important role in the development of
economic thought of this period.

In Greece and Rome, economic theory was combined with philosophical thought. Aristotle,
putting forward the concepts of "economics" and "chrematistics", formed the first scientific
views on the social distribution of property, market, price, and labor. In Rome, experiences
related to economic practice, the tax system, and trade relations were preserved through legal
documents and became the basis for subsequent generations.

Medieval Economic Thought

In the Middle Ages, economic thought developed in harmony with religious and moral norms.
Concepts such as "fair price", "profit" and "honest labor" became the central issues of economic
views. Although market relations were limited during this period, the development of craft
centers, the growth of cities and the expansion of trade routes gave impetus to the new
formation of economic theory. The gradual collapse of the feudal system and the emergence of
capitalist production created the basis for the development of economic thought as an
independent science.

Classical economic theory

In the 18th and 19th centuries, classical economists—Adam Smith, David Ricardo, Thomas
Malthus, and others - established a scientific analysis of economic processes. Adam Smith's
idea of the "invisible hand" became a fundamental phenomenon in economic theory,
explaining the self-regulating mechanism of the market. Classical economists gave the
economic system a solid scientific foundation by explaining concepts such as the labor theory
of value, free competition, capital, and market relations. Their views remain the foundation of
economic theories today.

For example, Ricardo's theories on taxes, wages, and resource allocation play a crucial role in
the economic policies of countries.

Neoclassical theory and the microeconomic approach

Representatives of the neoclassical school — Alfred Marshall, Leon Walras, Wilfrid Jevons —
proposed an analysis of economic processes from a microeconomic perspective. They deeply
studied the issues of market equilibrium, consumer behavior, optimal allocation of resources,
and choice theory. The neoclassical approach made it possible to forecast economic processes
using mathematical models. At the same time, it developed theoretical recommendations for
increasing production efficiency, determining prices, and rational use of resources.

Modern Economy: Innovation and Digital Economy

The development of the economy in the 20th and 21st centuries is associated with an innovative
development model and a digital economy. Artificial intelligence, robotics, blockchain
technologies, electronic payment systems and Internet platforms have fundamentally changed
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economic processes. During this period, new concepts such as “digital consumer”, “platform
economy”’, “electronic services” have emerged. Innovation is considered the main source of
economic growth and is optimizing processes from production to service provision.

Global integration and new theoretical approaches

The integration of the world economy has strengthened economic ties between countries and
enriched economic theory with new methods of analysis. At the same time, such areas as the
green economy, sustainable development, environmental principles and resource conservation
have become an integral part of the modern economy. For example, the policies pursued in the
European Union countries to promote "green investments" and reduce carbon emissions serve
to connect economic theory with practice.

Conclusion

The formation of economic knowledge involves a long historical process. Each era has created
new theoretical approaches and enriched previous scientific views. While the classical and
neoclassical schools have created a solid foundation for economic science, the modern
economy has become an even more complex system with innovations, digital technologies,
global integration and sustainable development. To fully understand today's economic
processes, it is necessary to study in depth the evolution of economic theories, which is of not
only scientific but also practical importance.
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