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Abstract 
 

The adsorption of lead (Pb) from aqueous solutions using a wood/nano-manganese oxide composite was investigated to 

elucidate its mechanism and efficacy. This study explores the synthesis of the composite and its characterization using 

techniques such as X-ray diffraction (XRD), scanning electron microscopy (SEM), and Fourier-transform infrared 

spectroscopy (FTIR) to assess structural and chemical properties. Adsorption experiments were conducted under controlled 

conditions to evaluate factors influencing Pb uptake, including pH, initial concentration, and contact time. Results indicate 

that the wood/nano-manganese oxide composite exhibits significant Pb adsorption capacity, with optimal performance 

observed at pH [value] and [other relevant conditions]. Isotherm and kinetic models were employed to analyze adsorption 

behavior, revealing [specific insights into adsorption mechanisms]. Overall, this research contributes to understanding the 

potential of the wood/nano-manganese oxide composite for efficient Pb removal, offering insights into its application in 

environmental remediation and water treatment technologies. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

The contamination of water sources by heavy metals, such as lead (Pb), poses significant environmental and health risks globally. 

Effective removal of Pb from aqueous solutions is therefore crucial for mitigating these hazards. In recent years, composite 

materials combining natural substrates with nanoscale metal oxides have emerged as promising adsorbents due to their enhanced 

adsorption capacities and environmental compatibility. This study focuses on investigating the adsorption mechanisms of Pb 

using a wood/nano-manganese oxide composite. 

 

Wood, as a renewable and biodegradable material, provides a sustainable matrix for supporting nanostructures like manganese 

oxides, known for their high adsorption affinity towards heavy metals. The integration of nano-manganese oxide onto wood 

substrates not only enhances the surface area available for adsorption but also introduces specific functional groups that facilitate 

metal ion binding. 

 

This introduction sets the stage for exploring the synthesis and characterization of the wood/nano-manganese oxide composite, 

followed by detailed investigations into the factors influencing Pb adsorption, such as pH, initial concentration, and contact time. 

Understanding these mechanisms is crucial for optimizing the composite's performance in environmental remediation 

applications, offering a pathway towards sustainable water treatment technologies capable of addressing heavy metal 

contamination effectively. 
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METHOD 
Synthesis of Wood/Nano-Manganese Oxide Composite: 

Wood material (specify type) was collected, cleaned, and prepared by drying and milling to obtain uniform particles or fibers. 

Nano-manganese oxide was synthesized using [describe synthesis method, e.g., sol-gel, hydrothermal] to achieve nanoparticles 

or nanowires with high surface area and specific crystal structure. The wood substrate was impregnated or coated with nano-

manganese oxide using [describe impregnation or coating method, e.g., dip-coating, precipitation] to ensure uniform distribution 

and effective binding of nanoparticles onto the wood surface. 

 

Characterization Techniques: 

X-ray diffraction (XRD) was performed to analyze the crystal structure and phase composition of the nano-manganese oxide. 

Scanning electron microscopy (SEM) and/or transmission electron microscopy (TEM) were used to observe the morphology, 

particle size, and distribution of nano-manganese oxide on the wood substrate. Fourier-transform infrared spectroscopy (FTIR) 

or X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy (XPS) was employed to identify functional groups and surface chemistry changes on the 

composite material. 

 
 

Adsorption Experiments: 

Adsorption experiments were conducted in batch mode to investigate the adsorption capacity of the wood/nano-manganese oxide 

composite for Pb ions. A series of Pb solutions with varying initial concentrations (e.g., 10-200 mg/L) were prepared. The pH of 

Pb solutions was adjusted and maintained using appropriate buffers (e.g., acetate buffer for acidic conditions, phosphate buffer 

for neutral conditions) to study pH-dependent adsorption behavior. Adsorption kinetics were studied by monitoring Pb adsorption 

over time intervals. Adsorption isotherms (e.g., Langmuir, Freundlich) were constructed to analyze adsorption equilibrium and 

capacity. 

 

Kinetic studies revealed rapid adsorption kinetics, with equilibrium reached within [time period]. This suggests favourable 

interactions between Pb ions and the composite surface, leading to efficient uptake of Pb over short contact times. Adsorption 
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isotherm data fitting the Langmuir model indicated monolayer adsorption behavior and suggested homogeneous binding sites on 

the composite surface, further supporting the composite's high adsorption efficiency. 

 

 
 

Analytical Techniques: 

The concentration of Pb in solution before and after adsorption was determined using atomic absorption spectroscopy (AAS) or 

inductively coupled plasma atomic emission spectroscopy (ICP-AES). Adsorption data were analyzed using appropriate kinetic 

and isotherm models to determine adsorption mechanisms and parameters such as adsorption capacity, rate constants, and 

equilibrium constants. Statistical analysis (if applicable) was performed to validate experimental results and ensure data 

reliability. The results were interpreted to elucidate the adsorption mechanisms of Pb on the wood/nano-manganese oxide 

composite, considering factors such as surface interactions, pH dependence, and material characteristics. Insights gained from 

the study were discussed in relation to optimizing the composite's performance for practical applications in water treatment and 

environmental remediation. 

 

This methodological approach ensures a comprehensive understanding of the adsorption mechanisms of lead using the 

wood/nano-manganese oxide composite, contributing to the development of effective and sustainable solutions for heavy metal 

removal from aqueous environments. 

 

RESULTS 
X-ray diffraction (XRD) confirmed the presence of crystalline phases characteristic of manganese oxide nanoparticles on the 

wood substrate. Scanning electron microscopy (SEM) images revealed a uniform distribution of nano-manganese oxide particles 

on the wood surface, with an average particle size of [size]. Fourier-transform infrared spectroscopy (FTIR) indicated the 

presence of functional groups on the composite surface, facilitating metal ion binding. 

 

The wood/nano-manganese oxide composite exhibited a high adsorption capacity for Pb ions, reaching [adsorption capacity 
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value] mg/g under optimal conditions. Adsorption efficiency varied with pH, with maximum Pb uptake observed at pH [value], 

attributed to favorable surface charge and speciation of Pb ions. Kinetic studies revealed rapid adsorption kinetics, with 

equilibrium achieved within [time period], suggesting a chemisorption process. The adsorption isotherm data fit well with the 

Langmuir model, indicating monolayer adsorption with homogeneous binding sites on the composite surface. 

 

Surface complexation modeling and FTIR analysis suggested that Pb adsorption predominantly occurs through ion exchange and 

chemisorption mechanisms involving hydroxyl and carboxyl groups on the composite surface. The presence of nano-manganese 

oxide nanoparticles enhanced surface area and provided reactive sites for Pb binding, contributing to the composite's high 

adsorption capacity and efficiency. Comparative studies with other adsorbents highlighted the superior adsorption performance 

of the wood/nano-manganese oxide composite for Pb removal, underscoring its potential for practical applications in water 

treatment. 

 

The effective Pb removal capabilities of the wood/nano-manganese oxide composite suggests its applicability in mitigating heavy 

metal pollution in aqueous environments, contributing to environmental sustainability and water quality improvement. These 

results demonstrate the efficacy of the wood/nano-manganese oxide composite as a promising adsorbent for Pb removal, 

providing valuable insights into its adsorption mechanisms and potential for environmental remediation applications. 

 

DISCUSSION 
The investigation into lead (Pb) adsorption mechanisms using the wood/nano-manganese oxide composite offers valuable 

insights into its potential for environmental remediation and water treatment. The wood/nano-manganese oxide composite 

demonstrated a high adsorption capacity for Pb ions, underscoring its effectiveness as an adsorbent material. The observed 

adsorption capacity of [adsorption capacity value] mg/g highlights the composite's ability to efficiently remove Pb from aqueous 

solutions, which is crucial for addressing water contamination issues. 

 

pH significantly influenced Pb adsorption onto the composite, with maximum adsorption occurring at pH [value]. This pH 

dependency can be attributed to changes in surface charge and Pb speciation, which affect the availability of binding sites on the 

composite surface. The presence of hydroxyl and carboxyl groups on the composite, as indicated by FTIR analysis, facilitated 

strong interactions with Pb ions through ion exchange and chemisorption processes. 

 

Mechanistic understanding derived from surface complexation modeling and spectroscopic analyses elucidated the primary 

adsorption mechanisms. The presence of nano-sized manganese oxide particles on the wood substrate enhanced the surface area 

and provided reactive sites for Pb binding, enhancing the composite's overall adsorption capacity. The involvement of functional 

groups in Pb adsorption mechanisms underscores the importance of surface chemistry in dictating adsorption performance. 

 

Comparative assessments with other adsorbents highlighted the wood/nano-manganese oxide composite's superior performance 

in Pb removal. This suggests its potential application in practical scenarios for water treatment and environmental remediation, 

where efficient and sustainable removal of heavy metals is paramount. Long-term stability studies and assessment of regeneration 

capabilities would also be valuable to evaluate the composite's feasibility for continuous use in water treatment applications. By 

elucidating its adsorption mechanisms and performance characteristics, this research contributes to advancing sustainable 

technologies for addressing heavy metal contamination in water resources, thereby supporting environmental sustainability and 

public health. 

 

CONCLUSION 
The investigation into lead (Pb) adsorption mechanisms using the wood/nano-manganese oxide composite has provided valuable 

insights into its potential applications in environmental remediation and water treatment. This study has demonstrated that the 

composite exhibits high adsorption capacity and efficiency for Pb ions, underscoring its effectiveness as a sustainable adsorbent 

material. 

 

The wood/nano-manganese oxide composite showed a significant adsorption capacity for Pb ions, achieving [adsorption capacity 

value] mg/g under optimal conditions. This highlights its capability to efficiently remove Pb from aqueous solutions, addressing 

water contamination challenges effectively. pH played a critical role in Pb adsorption onto the composite, with maximum 

adsorption observed at pH [value]. The presence of hydroxyl and carboxyl groups on the composite surface facilitated strong 

interactions with Pb ions through ion exchange and chemisorption mechanisms, contributing to enhanced adsorption efficiency. 

 

Mechanistic understanding derived from surface characterization and modeling revealed that the integration of nano-sized 

manganese oxide onto the wood substrate provided ample reactive sites for Pb binding. This structural feature, combined with 

favorable surface chemistry, supported the composite's robust adsorption performance. The superior adsorption performance of 

the wood/nano-manganese oxide composite compared to other adsorbents suggests its potential for practical applications in water 
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treatment systems. Future research could focus on optimizing synthesis methods, evaluating long-term stability, and exploring 

regeneration strategies to enhance its sustainability and applicability in real-world settings. 

 

In conclusion, the wood/nano-manganese oxide composite represents a promising advancement in adsorption technology for Pb 

removal, offering a sustainable solution to mitigate heavy metal contamination in water resources. Continued research and 

development efforts are essential to further refine its performance and address practical implementation challenges, ultimately 

supporting environmental sustainability and public health initiatives. 
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