
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF LANGUAGE, LITERATURE AND CULTURE (ISSN: 2693-3519) 
Volume 01, Issue 01, 2021  
Published Date: - 04-11-2021                                                                                                                 Page No: 1-6                                                                                                                                         
 

https://www.academicpublishers.org/journals/index.php/ijllc/index Page 1 
 

LITERATURE INSTRUCTION IN THE EFL CLASSROOM: A JOURNEY 

THROUGH CHALLENGES AND CHOICES 

 

Hamid Mustafa 

Department of English Education, FPBS, Indonesia University of Education (UPI) Bandung, 

Indonesia 

 

ABSTRACT 

This study delves into the realm of literature instruction within the English as a Foreign 

Language (EFL) classroom, examining the multifaceted challenges and decisions that 

educators encounter in this pedagogical domain. The research explores the dynamic 

interplay between cultural context, learner motivation, and instructional methods, shedding 

light on the complex landscape of EFL literature teaching. By delving into this intricate 

journey, the study aims to provide insights and practical recommendations for EFL 

instructors navigating the rich tapestry of literary instruction in non-native English contexts. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The teaching of literature within the English as a Foreign Language (EFL) classroom has long 

been a subject of interest and debate among educators and scholars. The profound impact 
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of literature in language learning is well-documented, offering students not only linguistic 

enrichment but also a gateway to cultural understanding and critical thinking. However, the 

journey of introducing and teaching literature in a non-native English context is not without 

its challenges and dilemmas. 

This study embarks on an exploration of this intricate terrain, aiming to shed light on the 

various challenges that educators face and the choices they make when incorporating 

literature into the EFL curriculum. In doing so, we embark on a journey, one that takes us 

through the dynamic interplay between cultural context, learner motivation, and 

instructional methods. Our goal is to navigate the rich tapestry of EFL literature teaching, 

offering insights, practical recommendations, and a deeper understanding of the 

complexities involved. 

The chapters that follow will delve into the multifaceted issues and dilemmas surrounding 

literature instruction in the EFL classroom. By examining the challenges and choices made by 

educators, we hope to contribute to the ongoing discourse on effective EFL pedagogy and 

enrich the practice of teaching literature to non-native English speakers. This journey 

through challenges and choices will not only broaden our understanding of EFL literature 

instruction but also provide valuable guidance for instructors seeking to make the most of 

this captivating and transformative educational endeavor. 

 

METHOD 

This study employs a mixed-methods research approach to investigate the challenges and 

choices involved in literature instruction within the English as a Foreign Language (EFL) 

classroom. The combination of qualitative and quantitative methods allows for a 

comprehensive exploration of the multifaceted aspects of EFL literature teaching. 

Qualitative data is collected through in-depth interviews with experienced EFL educators 

and classroom observations, providing rich insights into their perspectives, experiences, and 
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decision-making processes. These interviews and observations serve to illuminate the 

nuances of literature instruction in diverse EFL settings, considering the role of cultural 

context, learner motivation, and pedagogical strategies. 

In conjunction with the qualitative data, a survey questionnaire is administered to a broader 

sample of EFL instructors, providing quantitative insights into the prevalence of certain 

challenges and the prevalence of particular teaching choices. This quantitative data will be 

analyzed statistically to identify trends and patterns in the challenges and choices that 

emerge in the EFL literature instruction landscape. 

The research process for "Literature Instruction in the EFL Classroom: A Journey Through 

Challenges and Choices" involved a systematic and rigorous approach to gather, analyze, 

and interpret data. The process began with a comprehensive review of the literature to 

identify existing research on EFL literature instruction, challenges faced by educators, and 

the choices they make in their teaching practices. This initial step provided a foundational 

understanding of the topic and helped shape the research questions. 

Data collection followed a mixed-methods approach. Qualitative data was collected through 

in-depth interviews with experienced EFL educators, during which their perspectives, 

experiences, and decision-making processes were explored. Classroom observations 

allowed for the contextualization of these insights. The qualitative data provided a deep and 

rich understanding of the challenges and choices in EFL literature instruction. 

In parallel, a quantitative approach was employed, involving the administration of a 

structured survey questionnaire to a broader sample of EFL instructors. This quantitative 

data was then analyzed statistically to identify trends and patterns in the challenges and 

choices that emerged across various EFL contexts. 

The final stage of the research process involved synthesizing the qualitative and quantitative 

data to draw meaningful insights and conclusions. The results were discussed in detail, 

considering the interplay between cultural context, learner motivation, and pedagogical 

strategies in the challenges and choices educators face. 
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The research process was characterized by its comprehensive and multifaceted approach, 

aiming to provide a holistic view of the complex landscape of literature instruction in the EFL 

classroom. This allowed for a more nuanced understanding of the challenges and choices 

faced by EFL educators and contributed to the broader discourse on effective EFL 

pedagogy. 

 

RESULTS 

The results of this study reveal a multitude of challenges encountered by educators when 

implementing literature instruction in the English as a Foreign Language (EFL) classroom. 

These challenges span various domains, including linguistic, cultural, and pedagogical 

aspects. Common hurdles reported by participants include language proficiency disparities 

among students, cultural gaps that impact comprehension, and the selection of appropriate 

literary texts. Additionally, educators face dilemmas in choosing between traditional and 

innovative teaching methods, aligning instructional materials with diverse student interests, 

and fostering learner motivation. 

 

DISCUSSION 

The discussion section engages with the identified challenges and choices in EFL literature 

instruction, offering a nuanced analysis of the findings. It delves into the interplay between 

cultural context and teaching choices, highlighting the importance of selecting texts that 

resonate with students' cultural backgrounds while also introducing them to diverse 

perspectives. The role of learner motivation in addressing challenges is explored, 

emphasizing the need for engaging teaching methods and relevant content to maintain 

students' enthusiasm. Furthermore, the discussion considers the potential impact of 

teachers' beliefs and their openness to experimentation in tackling these challenges. 
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The findings also underscore the dynamic nature of EFL literature instruction, which 

demands adaptability and a student-centered approach. Traditional and innovative teaching 

methods both have their merits, and the choice between them should be guided by 

pedagogical goals and the needs of the learners. 

 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, this study illuminates the intricate journey of literature instruction in the EFL 

classroom, emphasizing the challenges that educators face and the choices they make. The 

findings underscore the significance of acknowledging cultural context and learner 

motivation in EFL literature instruction. Effective teaching methods should be versatile and 

responsive to the individual needs and backgrounds of students. 

As educators navigate this complex landscape, they must consider the rich tapestry of EFL 

literature teaching, recognizing that challenges are an inherent part of the process. This 

study contributes to the ongoing discourse on EFL pedagogy by offering practical 

recommendations for instructors, such as embracing diversity in texts, fostering learner 

motivation, and employing a balanced approach to traditional and innovative teaching 

methods. 

Ultimately, the journey through challenges and choices in EFL literature instruction is a 

dynamic and rewarding one, allowing educators to facilitate not only language development 

but also cultural understanding and critical thinking among their students. 
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