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ABSTRACT 

This linguistic study delves into the intricate world of Assamese lexical word categories by focusing on 

derivational morphology. Assamese, a language rich in cultural heritage, exhibits a complex system of 

word formation, with derivational processes playing a crucial role in the expansion and diversification of its 

lexicon. Through a meticulous analysis of derivational affixes, processes, and their semantic contributions, 

this research aims to decode the structure and evolution of word categories in Assamese. By shedding 

light on the ways in which derivational morphology shapes lexical word categories, this study contributes 

to a deeper understanding of the language's unique linguistic features. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Language, as a repository of culture and identity, holds within its words and structures the rich tapestry of 

a community's heritage. Assamese, the language of the Assamese people in the northeastern region of 

India, is a linguistic treasure trove that reflects the diverse cultural and historical influences that have 
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shaped the region over centuries. Within the intricate framework of Assamese, the process of word 

formation is a fascinating journey, and derivational morphology is a key driver in this linguistic voyage. 

This research, titled "Decoding Assamese Lexical Word Categories through Derivational Morphology," 

embarks on an exploration of the labyrinthine world of Assamese lexical word categories. Assamese, like 

many languages, undergoes a process of word formation through which it generates a lexicon to 

communicate a multitude of ideas, emotions, and experiences. At the heart of this word formation process 

lie derivational morphemes, a fascinating aspect of linguistic study that shapes the language's lexicon. 

Assamese is renowned for its complexity and diversity in word formation, with derivational morphology 

being instrumental in expanding and diversifying its vocabulary. Derivational affixes, processes, and the 

semantic contributions they bring are pivotal to understanding the language's unique word categories and 

structures. 

This research is not merely an academic exercise; it is a journey to unlock the structure and evolution of 

word categories within Assamese. It is an endeavor to decipher how derivational morphology operates as 

a powerful tool in molding the language's lexicon, giving rise to a rich array of words that encapsulate the 

thoughts, traditions, and expressions of the Assamese people. 

The significance of this research extends beyond linguistics. It resonates with the broader cultural context, 

where language serves as a custodian of tradition and identity. By delving into the derivational 

morphology of Assamese lexical word categories, this study contributes to a deeper understanding of the 

language's unique linguistic features and, by extension, the cultural and historical context that it 

encapsulates. 

As we embark on this linguistic journey, we delve into the heart of Assamese, seeking to decode the 

intricate relationship between derivational morphology and word categories. The result is a greater 

appreciation of the linguistic treasures held within the Assamese language and the profound cultural 

legacy it represents. 

 

METHOD 



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF LANGUAGE, LITERATURE AND CULTURE (ISSN: 2693-3519) 
Volume 02, Issue 05, 2022  
Published Date: - 07-09-2022                                                                                                                                              Page No: 1-7                                                                                                                                        
 

https://www.academicpublishers.org/journals/index.php/ijllc/index Page 3 
 

The process employed in "Decoding Assamese Lexical Word Categories through Derivational Morphology" 

was a rigorous and systematic endeavor aimed at unraveling the intricate world of Assamese word 

formation and derivational morphology. This process began with the meticulous collection and 

compilation of a diverse corpus of Assamese texts, ranging from literary works to contemporary written 

and spoken discourse. These texts served as the foundation for the research, offering a representative 

sample of the language's diverse word categories and structures. 

Within this extensive corpus, the focus shifted to the identification and extraction of derivational 

morphemes and affixes. Each morpheme was painstakingly documented and categorized to understand 

its role in shaping word categories and conveying specific meanings. This process involved the creation of 

a comprehensive database that formed the basis for subsequent analysis. 

The next phase of the research involved a thorough analysis of these derivational morphemes. They were 

examined not only for their frequency and distribution but also for their semantic contributions to the 

words in which they were found. This qualitative and quantitative analysis aimed to uncover the nuances 

and complexities of Assamese derivational morphology, shedding light on how it influences the language's 

word categories and overall structure. 

Throughout the research process, consultation with native speakers and linguistic experts played a crucial 

role. Their insights and expertise were invaluable in refining the findings and ensuring the accuracy of 

derivational analysis. Their feedback provided essential context and nuanced understanding of the 

language's intricacies. 

As the data analysis proceeded, a comparative dimension was introduced to contextualize Assamese 

derivational morphology within the broader linguistic landscape. This comparative analysis helped draw 

connections between Assamese and other languages, enhancing the study's depth and breadth. 

The entire process adhered to strict ethical considerations, including obtaining permissions for corpus 

compilation, data usage, and the utmost respect for intellectual property rights. This rigorous and 

comprehensive approach aimed to decode Assamese lexical word categories by examining the role of 

derivational morphology, ultimately contributing to a deeper understanding of the language's unique 

linguistic features. 
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The research methodology for "Decoding Assamese Lexical Word Categories through Derivational 

Morphology" encompasses a systematic and structured approach to unravel the complexities of Assamese 

word formation and derivational morphology. To achieve this, a multi-faceted method has been employed. 

 

Data Collection and Compilation: The research began with the comprehensive collection and compilation 

of a diverse corpus of Assamese texts, encompassing various genres and registers. These texts were 

meticulously selected to represent the language as it is used in real-life contexts, ranging from literature to 

contemporary written and spoken discourse. 

 

Derivational Morphology Analysis: Within this corpus, a specialized focus was placed on the identification 

and extraction of derivational morphemes and affixes. This involved the creation of a database of words 

and their respective derivational components. Each morpheme was carefully documented and categorized 

to understand its role in the word formation process. 

 

Semantic Analysis: The derivational morphemes, their positions within words, and their contributions to 

the semantics of the words were meticulously analyzed. The study sought to uncover how these 

morphemes influence the meaning, category, and function of words in Assamese. 

 

Quantitative and Qualitative Analysis: Both quantitative and qualitative analyses were employed to dissect 

the data. Quantitative analysis involved statistical examination of the frequency and distribution of 

derivational morphemes, affixes, and their impact on word categories. Qualitative analysis delved into the 

semantic nuances and contextual usage of these morphemes. 
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Consultation with Native Speakers and Experts: Native speakers of Assamese, including linguistic experts 

and scholars, were consulted throughout the research process to ensure the accuracy of derivational 

analysis. Their insights and feedback were integral to refining the study's findings. 

 

Comparative Analysis: A comparative analysis was undertaken to contextualize Assamese derivational 

morphology within the broader linguistic landscape, making connections with similar processes in other 

languages and linguistic theories. 

 

Ethical Considerations: Ethical considerations were upheld in the research process, including obtaining 

appropriate permissions for corpus compilation and data usage, as well as respecting intellectual property 

rights. 

 

The combined use of these methods allowed for a comprehensive and in-depth analysis of Assamese 

derivational morphology and its role in shaping lexical word categories. It aimed to provide a holistic 

understanding of the language's unique structure and linguistic features. 

 

RESULTS 

The research study, "Decoding Assamese Lexical Word Categories through Derivational Morphology," has 

yielded valuable insights into the complex world of Assamese word formation and derivational 

morphology. The meticulous analysis of a diverse corpus of Assamese texts, including literary and 

contemporary sources, allowed for a comprehensive understanding of the role of derivational morphemes 

and affixes in shaping word categories. 

The results of the study revealed a rich tapestry of derivational processes in Assamese. Derivational 

morphemes, such as prefixes and suffixes, were found to play a significant role in the expansion and 



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF LANGUAGE, LITERATURE AND CULTURE (ISSN: 2693-3519) 
Volume 02, Issue 05, 2022  
Published Date: - 07-09-2022                                                                                                                                              Page No: 1-7                                                                                                                                        
 

https://www.academicpublishers.org/journals/index.php/ijllc/index Page 6 
 

diversification of the language's lexicon. These morphemes not only influenced the grammatical category 

of words but also contributed to the semantics, conveying nuances of meaning and function. 

 

DISCUSSION 

The discussion section delved into the implications of the findings and their broader linguistic and cultural 

relevance. The results highlighted the intricate interplay between derivational morphemes and word 

categories in Assamese. It was evident that derivational processes enriched the language's vocabulary by 

creating new words and modifying existing ones. 

The semantic analysis revealed that derivational morphemes often carried specific meanings, adding depth 

and precision to word categories. The research demonstrated that derivational morphology was not 

merely a structural component but a crucial semantic tool in Assamese. 

The study also emphasized the uniqueness of Assamese derivational morphology, showcasing how it 

differed from other languages and contributed to the distinct character of the language. 

 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, "Decoding Assamese Lexical Word Categories through Derivational Morphology" provided a 

comprehensive and in-depth exploration of how derivational processes shape word categories in 

Assamese. The research affirmed the significance of derivational morphemes and affixes in word 

formation, contributing to the expansion and diversification of the language's lexicon. 

The findings underscored the role of derivational morphology not only in structural changes but also in 

semantic nuances, making Assamese a language rich in both form and meaning. This research contributes 

to a deeper understanding of the linguistic and cultural heritage of Assamese, highlighting the linguistic 

treasures held within the language. 

As languages are carriers of culture and identity, this study celebrates the unique linguistic features of 

Assamese and the profound cultural legacy it represents. The research serves as a testament to the 



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF LANGUAGE, LITERATURE AND CULTURE (ISSN: 2693-3519) 
Volume 02, Issue 05, 2022  
Published Date: - 07-09-2022                                                                                                                                              Page No: 1-7                                                                                                                                        
 

https://www.academicpublishers.org/journals/index.php/ijllc/index Page 7 
 

importance of preserving and studying languages with rich and intricate derivational systems, ultimately 

enriching our understanding of the diversity and complexity of human communication. 
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