
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL
OF MEDICAL SCIENCES

ISSN NUMBER: 2692 - 5206 Volume 6. No 04. Aprel ,2026

192

IODINE DEFICIENCY DISORDERS (IDD): ENDOCRINE DYSFUNCTION, GROWTH
IMPAIRMENT, AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH CONSEQUENCES

Mamatqulova Nargiza O`ktam qizi
1st-year student of the Faculty of Medicine,

Termez University of Economics and Service
nargizamamatqulova24@gmail.com
Ruziyeva Gulsara Temirkulovna,

Termez University of Economics and Service Department of
“Natural Sciences” PhD, acting associate professor

E-mail: Ruziyeva.gulsara@gmail.com
gulsara_ruziyeva@tues.uz

https://orcid.org/0009-0009-2634-063X
Tel.:+998975327322

Annotatsiya. Mazkur maqolada yod yetishmovchiligining inson organizmiga, ayniqsa
endokrin tizim faoliyatiga ta’siri kompleks ravishda tahlil qilinadi. Yod qalqonsimon bez
gormonlari — tiroksin (T4) va triyodtironin (T3) sintezi uchun zarur mikroelement hisoblanadi
va uning yetishmovchiligi gormonal disbalansga olib keladi. Tadqiqotda yod tanqisligining
o‘sish va rivojlanishga salbiy ta’siri, jumladan, bo‘y o‘sishining sekinlashuvi, metabolizm
buzilishi va tana vaznining ortishi kabi holatlar ko‘rib chiqilgan. Shuningdek, ayollarda
reproduktiv salomatlik buzilishlari, gormonal funksiyalarning izdan chiqishi hamda homila
rivojlanishidagi kechikishlar yoritilgan. Maqolada yod yetishmovchiligining asosiy sabablari,
jumladan, oziq-ovqat tarkibida yodning yetarli emasligi va ekologik omillar tahlil qilinadi hamda
profilaktik chora-tadbirlar asoslab beriladi.

Kalit so‘zlar: yod yetishmovchiligi, qalqonsimon bez, T3 va T4 gormonlari, endokrin tizim,
o‘sish buzilishi, reproduktiv salomatlik

Аннотация. В данной статье комплексно рассматривается влияние дефицита йода на
организм человека, особенно на функционирование эндокринной системы. Йод является
важным микроэлементом, необходимым для синтеза гормонов щитовидной железы —
тироксина (T4) и трийодтиронина (T3), и его недостаток приводит к гормональному
дисбалансу. В исследовании анализируется влияние дефицита йода на процессы роста и
развития, включая замедление роста, нарушения обмена веществ и увеличение массы тела.
Особое внимание уделено нарушениям репродуктивного здоровья у женщин, дисфункции
гормональной системы и задержке развития плода. Также рассматриваются основные
причины дефицита йода, включая недостаточное содержание йода в питании и влияние
экологических факторов, а также предлагаются профилактические меры.

Ключевые слова: дефицит йода, щитовидная железа, гормоны T3 и T4, эндокринная
система, рост, репродуктивное здоровье

Abstract. This article provides a comprehensive analysis of the effects of iodine deficiency
on the human body, with a particular focus on the endocrine system. Iodine is an essential
micronutrient required for the synthesis of thyroid hormones — thyroxine (T4) and
triiodothyronine (T3), and its deficiency leads to hormonal imbalance. The study examines the
negative impact of iodine deficiency on growth and development, including growth retardation,
metabolic disturbances, and weight gain. In addition, particular attention is given to reproductive
health disorders in women, hormonal dysfunction, and delayed fetal development. The article
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also analyzes the main causes of iodine deficiency, such as insufficient dietary intake and
environmental factors, and highlights effective preventive measures.

Keywords: iodine deficiency, thyroid gland, T3 and T4 hormones, endocrine system,
growth impairment, reproductive health

INTRODUCTION
Iodine deficiency remains one of the most widespread micronutrient deficiencies worldwide

and continues to be a significant public health concern, particularly in developing regions.
According to the World Health Organization1, iodine deficiency disorders (IDD) affect millions
of people and are considered one of the leading causes of preventable intellectual impairment
globally. Iodine is an essential trace element required for the synthesis of thyroid hormones —
thyroxine (T4) and triiodothyronine (T3), which play a crucial role in regulating metabolism,
growth, and neurodevelopment2.

The physiological importance of iodine is primarily associated with the proper functioning
of the thyroid gland, which is regulated by the hypothalamic–pituitary–thyroid (HPT) axis. The
hypothalamus secretes thyrotropin-releasing hormone (TRH), which stimulates the pituitary
gland to release thyroid-stimulating hormone (TSH), ultimately controlling thyroid hormone
production. In conditions of iodine deficiency, the synthesis of T3 and T4 is impaired, leading to
increased secretion of TSH and subsequent enlargement of the thyroid gland, commonly known
as goiter3.

Numerous studies have demonstrated that iodine deficiency has profound effects on human
growth and development, particularly during critical periods such as childhood and adolescence.
Insufficient thyroid hormone production may result in growth retardation, delayed skeletal
development, and metabolic disturbances, including weight gain and reduced energy
expenditure4. Furthermore, iodine deficiency significantly affects cognitive function, leading to
reduced intellectual capacity and impaired neurological development (Hetzel, 1983).

The impact of iodine deficiency is especially critical in women of reproductive age and
during pregnancy. Maternal iodine deficiency is associated with adverse outcomes such as
infertility, hormonal imbalance, miscarriage, and impaired fetal brain development (Glinoer,
1997). Severe iodine deficiency during pregnancy may lead to cretinism, a condition
characterized by irreversible mental and physical developmental abnormalities.

In addition to biological factors, environmental and dietary conditions play a key role in the
prevalence of iodine deficiency. Regions with iodine-deficient soil and limited access to iodine-
rich foods, such as seafood, are particularly vulnerable (FAO & WHO, 2004). In many Central
Asian countries, including Uzbekistan, iodine deficiency remains a relevant issue due to
insufficient dietary intake and limited consumption of iodized salt. Given the multifactorial

1 World Health Organization. (2007). Assessment of iodine deficiency disorders and monitoring their elimination: A
guide for programme managers (3rd ed.). Geneva: WHO.

2 Arthur C. Guyton, A. C., & John E. Hall, J. E. (2020). Textbook of Medical Physiology (14th ed.). Elsevier.

3 Michael B. Zimmermann, M. B. (2009). Iodine deficiency. Endocrine Reviews, 30(4), 376–408.

4 François Delange, F. (2001). Iodine deficiency as a cause of brain damage. Postgraduate Medical Journal, 77(906),
217–220.
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nature of iodine deficiency and its wide-ranging consequences on endocrine function, growth,
and reproductive health, it is essential to comprehensively study its pathophysiological
mechanisms and develop effective preventive strategies. Therefore, this study aims to analyze
the impact of iodine deficiency on endocrine regulation, physical development, and reproductive
health outcomes.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
This study was designed to analyze the impact of iodine deficiency on endocrine function,

growth processes, and reproductive health based on a comprehensive review and analytical
approach. The research combines theoretical analysis with the interpretation of physiological and
clinical data reported in existing scientific sources. The object of the study includes individuals
at different stages of development, with particular attention given to adolescents and women of
reproductive age, as these groups are considered the most vulnerable to iodine deficiency. The
subject of the research focuses on the functional changes occurring in the endocrine system
under conditions of insufficient iodine intake, as well as the resulting physiological and
developmental consequences.

A systematic approach was applied to examine the relationship between iodine intake and
hormonal regulation. Scientific literature, including textbooks, peer-reviewed journal articles,
and international health reports, was analyzed to identify consistent patterns and mechanisms
associated with iodine deficiency. Comparative analysis was used to evaluate findings from
different studies and to determine common trends in growth impairment, metabolic disturbances,
and reproductive health outcomes.

In addition, elements of physiological analysis were employed to explain the mechanisms
through which iodine deficiency affects hormone production and endocrine balance. Particular
attention was given to the interaction between the hypothalamus, pituitary gland, and thyroid
gland, as well as to the broader systemic effects of hormonal imbalance on the human body.
The study also incorporates descriptive analysis to summarize observed clinical manifestations,
such as growth retardation, weight changes, and reproductive dysfunction. These observations
are based on documented medical data and widely accepted physiological principles. To ensure
the reliability of the findings, only scientifically validated and widely recognized sources were
used. The collected data were critically evaluated and organized in a logical sequence to support
clear interpretation and conclusion.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The analysis of scientific data shows that iodine deficiency leads to significant disturbances

in endocrine regulation, which subsequently affect multiple physiological systems. The primary
effect is observed in the decreased production of thyroid hormones, which are essential for
maintaining metabolic balance, growth, and neurological function. As a result, iodine deficiency
produces a chain of interconnected disorders within the human body.

Table 1. Systemic effects of iodine deficiency on the human body
System / Aspect Physiological role Effects of iodine deficiency
Thyroid gland Hormone production and

regulation
Reduced hormone synthesis, gland
enlargement

Metabolism Energy production and
balance

Slowed metabolism, weight gain

Growth and
development

Physical growth and
maturation

Growth retardation, delayed
development

Nervous system Cognitive and brain function Memory decline, reduced intellectual
capacity



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL
OF MEDICAL SCIENCES

ISSN NUMBER: 2692 - 5206 Volume 6. No 04. Aprel ,2026

195

Reproductive system Hormonal regulation and
fertility

Hormonal imbalance, fertility
disorders

As presented in Table 1, iodine deficiency affects several systems simultaneously,
demonstrating its systemic nature. The most critical disturbance occurs in the thyroid gland,
where insufficient iodine intake directly limits hormone synthesis. This hormonal deficiency
disrupts metabolic processes, leading to decreased energy production and accumulation of body
weight.

In adolescents, the results indicate a clear association between iodine deficiency and
impaired growth. Reduced hormonal activity slows down cellular processes responsible for
tissue development, resulting in shorter height and delayed physical maturation. At the same
time, decreased metabolic rate contributes to weight imbalance, which is frequently observed in
iodine-deficient populations. The nervous system is also highly sensitive to iodine deficiency5.
The findings show that insufficient hormone levels negatively affect brain function, leading to
reduced concentration, memory impairment, and lower cognitive performance. These effects are
particularly pronounced during developmental stages, when proper hormonal support is essential
for normal brain maturation.

In terms of reproductive health, iodine deficiency leads to hormonal instability that disrupts
normal physiological cycles. Women are especially affected, as hormonal imbalance may result
in irregular reproductive function and complications during pregnancy. Insufficient iodine intake
during this period increases the risk of delayed fetal development and long-term neurological
deficits6. Furthermore, the analysis highlights that iodine deficiency is strongly influenced by
environmental and dietary factors. Limited intake of iodine-rich foods and low iodine content in
soil contribute to the persistence of this condition in certain regions. These findings confirm that
iodine deficiency is not only a biological issue but also a nutritional and ecological problem.

Overall, the results demonstrate that iodine deficiency has a complex and widespread impact
on the human body. Its influence extends beyond a single organ system and affects fundamental
physiological processes, emphasizing the importance of adequate iodine intake and preventive
strategies.

CONCLUSION
The findings of this study demonstrate that iodine deficiency is a critical factor affecting the

normal functioning of the endocrine system and overall physiological balance in the human body.
Insufficient iodine intake disrupts the synthesis of thyroid hormones, leading to hormonal
imbalance and a wide range of systemic consequences.

One of the most significant impacts of iodine deficiency is observed in growth and
development. Reduced hormone production slows down metabolic processes and impairs
physical growth, particularly in adolescents. In addition, the deficiency negatively affects
cognitive function, resulting in decreased intellectual performance and learning capacity,
especially during early developmental stages.

The study also highlights the strong relationship between iodine deficiency and reproductive
health disorders. In women, hormonal imbalance leads to disturbances in reproductive function,
while during pregnancy it increases the risk of delayed fetal development and long-term
neurological impairment in offspring. Furthermore, the results indicate that iodine deficiency is

5 Glinoer, D. (1997). The regulation of thyroid function in pregnancy. Endocrine Reviews, 18(3), 404–433.

6 Zimmermann, M. B. (2012). The effects of iodine deficiency in pregnancy and infancy. Paediatric and Perinatal
Epidemiology, 26(s1), 108–117.
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closely linked to environmental and nutritional factors, including low iodine content in soil and
insufficient intake of iodine-rich foods. This confirms that the problem is not only biological but
also socio-economic and ecological in nature. In conclusion, iodine deficiency represents a
serious public health issue with long-term consequences for human development and well-being.
Ensuring adequate iodine intake through proper nutrition and preventive strategies remains
essential for maintaining endocrine health and preventing related disorders
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