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ABSTRACT

This article explores the personality of Sahibgiran Amir Timur, focusing on his state-
building activities, military art, and substantial contribution to the development of global
civilization. It provides an analysis of his early life, his role as a political unifier, the formation
of a centralized state, as well as his military strategies and governing principles. The study
further examines the phenomenon of the Second Renaissance during the Timurid period,
highlighting the flourishing of science, literature, art, and architecture through specific examples.
Special attention is given to the intellectual and cultural heritage of prominent figures including
Mirzo Ulughbek, Alisher Navoi, Babur, Jami, Qazizoda Rumi, Ghiyath al-Din Kashi, and Ali
Qushchi. Additionally, the article discusses the importance of Tuzuk-i Timur as a foundational
text of governance and considers the relevance of Amir Timur’s legacy in the present day.
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INTRODUCTION

Human history has produced remarkable figures who not only shaped their own time but
also influenced the course of civilization for centuries. Sahibgiran Amir Timur stands among
such distinguished personalities. His life embodies a model of courage, his model of statehood
reflects order and justice, and his legacy constitutes an invaluable treasure for humanity.

The celebration of his 690th anniversary in 2026 is by no means coincidental. It offers an
opportunity to revisit history, comprehend the foundations of greatness, and derive lessons for
the future.

EARLY LIFE AND LEADERSHIP FORMATION

Amir Timur was born in 1336 in Kesh, now known as Shahrisabz. Although he grew up in a
modest environment, he was driven by great ambition and strong resolve. From an early age, he
acquired profound knowledge of military art, developed analytical thinking in political matters,
and gained religious education. Historical sources note that he memorized the Qur’an and
showed respect toward scholars, demonstrating that he was not only a military leader but also a
spiritually developed personality.

STATE-BUILDING AND MILITARY STRATEGY
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In the fourteenth century, the region of Movarounnahr was marked by political
fragmentation. Amir Timur brought this instability to an end to and established a strong
centralized state. His empire extended across Central Asia, Iran and Khorasan, Iraq, the
Caucasus, Afghanistan, large parts of India, and as far as Asia Minor. Historical estimates
indicate that he brought approximately 25-30 states and major territories under his influence,
representing an unprecedented geopolitical achievement for that era.

Amir Timur was a military leader who secured victories not only through force but also through
intellect and strategic planning. His military system was characterized by strict discipline,
centralized command, effective intelligence, and rapid maneuverability. Among his most notable
victories are the Battle of Ankara in 1402 against Bayezid I, the Indian campaign of 1398, and
his campaigns in the Caucasus and Iran. His methods of warfare continue to be studied in
contemporary military academies.

Amir Timur’s policy of governance was oriented not toward conquest, but toward system-
building. His greatness is reflected not only in the territories he conquered, but also in the
manner in which he governed them. For instance, his governing principles included the
preservation of local administrative structures, the appointment of loyal emirs, the establishment
of a just taxation system, as well as strict supervision and discipline. He consistently relied on
order and law rather than violence in administering the state.

Amir Timur also transformed Samarkand into one of the most beautiful and developed cities
of his time, where he commissioned numerous architectural works, including the Bibi-Khanym
Mosque, the Gur-e-Amir Mausoleum, the early foundations of Registan Square, as well as the
Ak-Saray Palace and the Dorut-Tilovat complex in Shahrisabz. These structures were not merely
architectural monuments, but also symbols of state power.

Amir Timur showed great respect for scholars, protected them, and encouraged their
activities. He gathered prominent scholars of his era in Samarkand, promoted craftsmanship, and
established madrasas and libraries.

CULTURAL AND SCIENTIFIC RENAISSANCE

The era of Amir Timur and the Timurids (fourteenth to fifteenth centuries) is regarded in the
history of Central Asia as a period of significant cultural and scientific advancement, commonly
referred to as the Second Renaissance. During this time, science, literature, art, and architecture
reached a notably high level of development.

For instance, Mirzo Ulughbek (1394—1449) constructed a prominent observatory in Samarkand,
authored Zij-i Sultani, precisely calculated the coordinates of 1,018 stars, and attained
internationally recognized achievements in astronomy and mathematics.

Qazizoda Rumi was active at Ulughbek’s observatory and authored Sharh al-Mulakhkhas. He
was a scholar who made important contributions to the development of trigonometry and
astronomy.

Ghiyath al-Din Jamshid Kashi attained a very high level of precision in mathematical
calculations and, in his work Mifiah al-Hisab, calculated the value of m (pi) with remarkable
accuracy.

Ali Qushchi, a student of Mirzo Ulughbek, developed significant theories concerning the motion
of celestial bodies in his treatise Risala dar Hay at.
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Alisher Navoi (1441-1501), the founder of Turkic literature, produced major literary works in
the Turkic language, including Khamsa (five epics), Lisan ut-Tayr, and Mahbub ul-Qulub.

Abdurahman Jami, a prominent representative of Persian literature, explored Sufi and ethical
themes in his works Baharestan and Haft Awrang.

Zahiriddin Muhammad Babur, in his work Baburnama, provided detailed information on
geography, nature, and history, while continuing the Timurid intellectual legacy.

Kamoliddin Behzod, a leading master of Eastern miniature painting and founder of the Herat
school, introduced elements of realism and psychological depth into art through his illustrations
of Layli and Majnun and miniatures of the Shahnama.

Abdulqadir Maraghi, one of the founders of Eastern musicology, provided a scientific foundation
for the maqam system in his works Jami al-Alhan and Maqasid al-Alhan.

During the Timurid period, architecture reached a high level of development, and
Samarkand and Herat emerged as major cultural centers. Prominent monuments included the
Gur-e-Amir Mausoleum, the Bibi-Khanym Mosque, and Registan Square, along with the
development of blue domes, intricate ornamentation, and geometric decoration.

Under Amir Timur and the Timurids, science (astronomy and mathematics) attained a global
level, literature (Navoi and Jami) reached outstanding heights, and art (Kamoliddin Behzod)
advanced to a new stage. Music theory took shape, and architecture became part of world
heritage. For this reason, this period is referred to as the Second Renaissance, as it made a
significant contribution not only to Central Asia but also to world civilization.

LEGACY AND CONTEMPORARY SIGNIFICANCE

Tuzuk-i Timur is one of his most important legacies, serving as a compendium of statehood. It
clearly and systematically presents principles of governance, military discipline, leadership
responsibility, and justice. His well-known idea is “Power lies in justice.” This expression
reflects his entire political philosophy.

Following the death of Amir Timur in 1405, struggles among his successors began. Central
authority weakened, and territories gradually became independent. By the fifteenth century, the
state had fragmented into several parts. This process led to the gradual decline of the great
empire.

Amir Timur has been assessed differently in historical discourse: in the East as a just ruler,
and in the West as a powerful military leader. However, all sources are united in one conclusion:

he is a great historical figure.

In contemporary New Uzbekistan, Amir Timur is regarded as a symbol of national pride, the
founder of statehood, and an embodiment of historical honor. To preserve and perpetuate his
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legacy, squares bearing his name and state museums have been established, scholarly research is
being conducted, and commemorative events are regularly organized.

Furthermore, on the occasion of his 690th anniversary, international conferences are being held
across the country, new publications are being issued, and historical heritage is being restored.
These processes contribute to strengthening national pride among the younger generation and
serve as clear evidence of the continued and in-depth study of Amir Timur’s legacy.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, Amir Timur stands as a great statesman, an accomplished commander, and a
just ruler who left a profound imprint on human history. The centralized state he established not
only ensured political stability but also created a firm foundation for the advancement of science
and culture. The Second Renaissance of the Timurid period holds a significant place in the
history of world civilization. His principle that “Power lies in justice” remains relevant to this
day and continues to function as a key guideline for governance and societal development. His
life and legacy serve as a source of inspiration, national pride, and historical memory for future
generations.

REFERENCES
1.Abdurahman Jami. Haft Awrang. Tashkent, 2000.
2.Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Uzbekistan. History of Timurid Culture. Tashkent,
1996.
3.Alisher Navoi. Khamsa. Tashkent: Gafur Ghulam Publishing House, 1987.
4. Amir Timur. Tuzuk-i Timur. Tashkent: Sharq, 1996.
5.Bartold, V.V. Collected Works. Moscow: Nauka, 1963-1977.
6.Hayitmetov, A. Science in the Timurid Period. Tashkent, 2012.
7.]bn Arabshah. Aja’ib al-Magdur fi Tarikh at-Taymur (History of Amir Timur). Tashkent,
1992.
8.Karimov, I.A. High Spirituality is an Invincible Force. Tashkent: Ma’naviyat, 2008.
9.Malikov, A.M. History of Amir Timur and the Timurid Period. Tashkent: O‘qituvchi,
2010.
10.Mirzo Ulughbek. Zij-i Sultani. Tashkent: Fan, 2009.
11.Sharafuddin Ali Yazdi. Zafarnama. Tashkent: Gafur Ghulam Publishing House, 2008.
12.UNESCO. Timurid Renaissance: Cultural Heritage of Central Asia. Paris, 2011.
13.Yuldashev, A. Culture and Science of the Timurid Period. Tashkent, 2015.
14.Zahiriddin Muhammad Babur. Baburnama. Tashkent: Yangi Asr Avlodi, 2010.

359




