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ABSTRACT

This article analyzes the philosophical interpretation of the problem of life and death in
medicine. As modern medicine has developed and the possibilities of artificially prolonging life
have expanded, this issue has become increasingly relevant. The article examines the concepts of
life and death based on bioethics, medical ethics, and philosophical perspectives. In addition,
issues such as euthanasia, resuscitation, and transplantation are analyzed from an ethical point of
view. The research results show that life and death are not only biological but also deeply
philosophical and moral concepts.
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INTRODUCTION

The issue of life and death has been one of the most important philosophical problems
throughout human history. The development of medical science has made this issue even more
complex. In the past, death was accepted as a natural process, whereas today medicine has
gained the ability to delay or control it.

Modern technologies, including artificial ventilation systems, devices supporting heart
activity, and transplantation methods, play an important role in prolonging human life. At the
same time, these processes raise new ethical questions.

The purpose of this article is to philosophically analyze the problem of life and death in
medicine and highlight its significance in modern medical practice.

LITERATURE REVIEW AND METHODOLOGY
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In this study, philosophical and medical sources were analyzed. In particular, scientific
literature in the fields of bioethics, medical ethics, and ontology was examined.

The research methodology is based on the following approaches:

Analytical approach — analysis of the concepts of life and death

Comparative method — comparison of ancient and modern views

Philosophical interpretation — revealing the meaning of concepts

Generalization method — systematizing the obtained results

In addition, real situations encountered in medical practice were theoretically studied.
RESULTS

The research results showed that the concepts of life and death are interpreted differently in
medicine. In modern medicine, the concept of “brain death” is considered the main criterion.

The following main issues were identified:

Euthanasia — the issue of ending the life of seriously ill patients
Artificial life support — prolonging life through medical devices
Transplantation ethics — donor issues and criteria of death

The results indicate that the issue of life and death is not only a medical but also a moral and
philosophical problem.

DISCUSSION

The issue of life and death in medicine presents doctors with difficult choices. For example,
the question of keeping a patient artificially alive for a long time or allowing natural death
remains highly relevant.

From a philosophical point of view, the value of life is reflected not in its duration, but in its
meaning. Therefore, when making decisions in medicine, it is necessary to take into account
human dignity, rights, and suffering.

Bioethics plays an important role in regulating these issues. It serves to establish ethical
relations between doctor and patient.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the problem of life and death in medicine is a multifaceted and complex issue.
Although the possibilities of modern medicine serve to prolong life, its qualityy and meaning are
of great importance.

Philosophy helps preserve human values in this process. Therefore, medicine and
philosophy must develop in harmony with each other.
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