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Abstract 

"Woven Legacies: The Journey of Silk-Cloth Weaving Among the Mon-Khmer Ethnic Group 

in Lower Isan" is a comprehensive study that traces the historical, cultural, and socio-economic 

evolution of silk-cloth weaving practices among the Mon-Khmer ethnic community in the Lower 

Isan region of Southeast Asia. This research explores the intricate techniques, patterns, and the 

cultural significance of silk-cloth weaving, shedding light on its transformation over time and the 

preservation of a rich cultural heritage. By documenting the dynamic journey of this craft, the 

study seeks to contribute to the broader understanding of textile traditions and cultural 

preservation in the region. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

In the vibrant tapestry of human history and culture, certain traditions and crafts have stood 

the test of time, weaving themselves into the very fabric of our heritage. One such tradition is the 

art of silk-cloth weaving among the Mon-Khmer ethnic group in Lower Isan, a region nestled in 

the heart of Southeast Asia. This ancient craft has been a constant presence, evolving and adapting 

across generations, each thread telling a story of resilience, creativity, and cultural significance. 

In the richly diverse and multifaceted world of textile traditions, the story of silk-cloth 

weaving is both compelling and emblematic of the cultural diversity that flourishes in the region. 

"Woven Legacies: The Journey of Silk-Cloth Weaving Among the Mon-Khmer Ethnic Group in 

Lower Isan" embarks on a comprehensive exploration of this age-old craft, delving into the 

historical, cultural, and socio-economic aspects that have shaped its evolution. 

The Mon-Khmer ethnic group, residing in Lower Isan, has preserved and innovated upon 

the art of silk-cloth weaving for centuries. With intricate techniques, unique patterns, and deeply 

embedded cultural significance, silk weaving is more than just a craft; it is a living testament to 

the spirit of a community and its profound connection to the past and the present. 

This study seeks to trace the journey of silk-cloth weaving among the Mon-Khmer ethnic 

group, documenting its dynamic evolution and the forces that have influenced its transformation. 

By doing so, it aspires to contribute to a deeper understanding of not only this specific craft but 

also the broader context of textile traditions and cultural preservation in the region. 
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As we thread our way through the intricate patterns and vibrant colors that adorn the silk-

cloth masterpieces created by the Mon-Khmer artisans, we unravel a story of craftsmanship, 

innovation, and the enduring significance of cultural heritage. "Woven Legacies" invites you to 

embark on this journey, to discover the artistry and cultural significance of silk-cloth weaving in 

Lower Isan, and to appreciate the intricate threads that tie the past to the present, and the present 

to the future. 

 

 

METHOD 
 

The research process for "Woven Legacies: The Journey of Silk-Cloth Weaving Among the 

Mon-Khmer Ethnic Group in Lower Isan" is a nuanced and multistage endeavor, rooted in the 

study of an ancient and culturally significant craft. The following process paragraph outlines the 

key steps involved: 

The research begins with an in-depth exploration of the existing body of literature. This 

literature review serves as a foundational step to familiarize the research team with the historical, 

cultural, and socio-economic context of silk-cloth weaving among the Mon-Khmer ethnic group 

in Lower Isan. It also aids in identifying gaps in knowledge, which will guide the subsequent 

research stages. 

Field surveys and interviews become the heart of the research process. Collaborating closely 

with the Mon-Khmer ethnic group, the team collects firsthand information about weaving 

techniques, historical narratives, and the cultural significance of silk weaving. This immersive 

phase involves recording oral histories and stories shared by community elders, and it allows the 

team to gain insights into the craft's evolution over time. 

Simultaneously, artifacts and samples of silk cloth are gathered for analysis. The team 

examines the various weaving techniques, patterns, colors, and traditional designs that characterize 

the craft. This tactile experience is instrumental in comprehending the craftsmanship and artistic 

styles used by the Mon-Khmer weavers. 

To truly understand the community's cultural context, ethnographic fieldwork is vital. The 

researchers spend extended periods within the community, observing daily life, participating in or 

witnessing traditional ceremonies, and gaining deeper cultural insights. These experiences enable 

them to grasp the role of silk weaving in the community's identity and rituals. 

Furthermore, museum and archive visits provide access to historical documents, 

photographs, and exhibits related to silk-cloth weaving. These resources help in contextualizing 

the craft within the larger historical and cultural narrative of the region. 

Expert interviews complement the research, offering broader perspectives on silk weaving, 

textile history, and anthropology. Experts in these fields provide valuable insights and validate 

findings, enhancing the comprehensiveness of the research. 

 

Ultimately, the data collected from these diverse sources is meticulously analyzed to identify 

patterns, trends, and significant themes related to the evolution of silk-cloth weaving among the 

Mon-Khmer ethnic group in Lower Isan. The research team then synthesizes these findings into a 

comprehensive report, which will serve as a testament to the enduring legacy of this ancient craft 

and its place in the cultural heritage of the Mon-Khmer community in Lower Isan. Through this 

detailed research process, "Woven Legacies" aims to shine a light on the intricate threads that 

connect the past, the present, and the future of silk-cloth weaving among the Mon-Khmer people. 

 

Literature Review: 

a. Conduct an extensive review of existing literature related to silk-cloth weaving practices, 

traditional crafts, cultural history, and socio-economic aspects specific to the Mon-Khmer ethnic 
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group in Lower Isan. This will provide a foundation for understanding the context and identifying 

gaps in knowledge. 

 

Field Surveys and Interviews: 

a. Engage with the Mon-Khmer ethnic group in Lower Isan through field surveys and 

interviews. Work closely with local communities and artisans to understand their weaving 

techniques, history, cultural significance, and the evolution of silk weaving practices. 

b. Document the knowledge, skills, and stories passed down through generations within the 

community. 

 

Collection of Artifacts and Samples: 

a. Collect silk-cloth artifacts and samples from the Mon-Khmer community to study and 

analyze the various weaving techniques, patterns, colors, and traditional designs. This firsthand 

analysis is vital for understanding the craftsmanship and styles used. 

 

Ethnographic Fieldwork: 

a. Conduct extensive ethnographic fieldwork, spending time within the community to 

observe daily routines, rituals, traditions, and the weaving process. 

b. Participate in or observe traditional ceremonies and gatherings where silk-cloth weaving 

is practiced or celebrated, gaining deeper cultural insights. 

 

Oral History and Storytelling: 

a. Record oral histories and stories shared by elders and experienced weavers within the 

Mon-Khmer community. These narratives can provide insights into the historical context and 

evolution of silk-cloth weaving over time. 

 

Museum and Archive Visits: 

a. Visit local museums, archives, and cultural centers to access and study historical 

documents, photographs, artifacts, and exhibits related to silk-cloth weaving by the Mon-Khmer 

ethnic group. 

 

Comparative Analysis: 

a. Compare the silk-cloth weaving practices of the Mon-Khmer ethnic group in Lower Isan 

with those of neighboring regions or similar ethnic groups. This comparative analysis can provide 

insights into the uniqueness and distinctiveness of the craft. 

 

Expert Interviews: 

a. Conduct interviews with experts in the field of silk-cloth weaving, textile history, and 

anthropology to gather insights, validate findings, and seek a broader perspective on the craft. 

 

Data Analysis: 

a. Analyze the collected data, including qualitative and quantitative information, to identify 

patterns, trends, and significant themes related to the evolution of silk-cloth weaving among the 

Mon-Khmer ethnic group. 

 

Documentation and Report Writing: 

a. Document all findings, observations, and analyses in a comprehensive research report, 

ensuring a coherent narrative that traces the journey of silk-cloth weaving among the Mon-Khmer 

ethnic group in Lower Isan. 

 

http://www.academicpublishers.org/journals/index.php/ijms
http://www.academicpublishers.org/journals/index.php/ijms
http://www.academicpublishers.org/
http://www.academicpublishers.org/
http://www.academicpublishers.org/
http://www.academicpublishers.org/
http://www.academicpublishers.org/


INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES  (ISSN: 2693-3527) 
Volume 03, Issue 01, 2023 
Published Date: - 02-01-2023                                                                                                           Page no:- 1-5 
 

http://www.academicpublishers.org   P a g e  4 | 5 

By following this methodological approach, "Woven Legacies" aims to unveil the rich 

history, cultural importance, and craftsmanship embedded in silk-cloth weaving, showcasing the 

journey of this traditional art form among the Mon-Khmer ethnic group in Lower Isan. 

 

 

RESULTS 
 

The extensive study of the journey of silk-cloth weaving among the Mon-Khmer ethnic 

group in Lower Isan, as presented in "Woven Legacies," has unveiled several key findings: 

 

Historical Evolution: The research has traced the historical roots of silk weaving, revealing 

that the craft has been deeply embedded in the culture of the Mon-Khmer ethnic group for 

generations. Historical records and oral histories confirm the enduring significance of silk weaving 

in their heritage. 

 

Techniques and Traditions: Detailed analysis of artifacts and samples has shed light on the 

intricate techniques, patterns, and designs used in silk-cloth weaving. These practices have evolved 

over time, blending traditional methods with contemporary adaptations. 

 

Cultural Significance: The study has highlighted the profound cultural significance of silk 

weaving within the Mon-Khmer community. This craft is not only an economic activity but also a 

symbol of cultural identity, often featuring in rituals, ceremonies, and daily life. 

 

Socio-Economic Impact: The research has identified the socio-economic aspects of silk 

weaving, showing how it contributes to the livelihoods of many in the community. Silk production 

has both cultural and economic implications. 

 

 

DISCUSSION 
 

The discussion section of "Woven Legacies" provides a platform for deeper analysis and 

understanding of these key findings: 

 

Cultural Preservation: The enduring tradition of silk-cloth weaving among the Mon-Khmer 

ethnic group signifies their resilience in preserving their cultural heritage. It underscores the 

importance of maintaining such traditions to pass them on to future generations. 

 

Innovation and Adaptation: The research shows that while the craft retains its cultural 

authenticity, it has also adapted to modern demands and market trends. This balance between 

tradition and innovation is crucial for the sustainability of silk weaving. 

 

Socio-Economic Dynamics: The study delves into the socio-economic dimensions of silk 

weaving, emphasizing its role in the community's livelihoods. This craft not only contributes to 

economic well-being but also maintains a cultural ecosystem that is integral to the community's 

identity. 

 

 

CONCLUSION 
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In conclusion, "Woven Legacies: The Journey of Silk-Cloth Weaving Among the Mon-

Khmer Ethnic Group in Lower Isan" presents a comprehensive exploration of the enduring craft 

of silk weaving within the Mon-Khmer community. The study showcases how this tradition has 

not only survived but also evolved and adapted over time, reflecting the resilience and adaptability 

of the Mon-Khmer people. 

This research underscores the importance of cultural preservation and the delicate balance 

between tradition and innovation. It emphasizes that cultural heritage is not static; it can evolve 

while staying rooted in its origins. 

Silk weaving among the Mon-Khmer community is not only an art form but also an 

economic activity that contributes to the livelihoods of many. The findings demonstrate that 

cultural practices can be a source of economic empowerment while maintaining cultural 

significance.The journey of silk-cloth weaving among the Mon-Khmer ethnic group in Lower Isan, 

as portrayed in "Woven Legacies," is a testament to the enduring legacy of this craft and its deep-

rooted place in the cultural heritage of the Mon-Khmer community. It invites us to celebrate and 

preserve these woven legacies, recognizing the importance of traditions in shaping the identity of 

communities and the broader tapestry of human culture. 
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