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Abstract

Intergenerational mobility in education is a critical indicator of the ability of a society to provide equal opportunities to future
generations. This study investigates the role of per capita GDP in shaping intergenerational mobility in education across
multiple countries. By examining data from diverse economies, we explore how economic prosperity affects the ability of
individuals to access quality education regardless of their parental background. The study employs both statistical analysis
and case study approaches to identify trends and relationships between per capita GDP and educational mobility. Our findings
suggest that higher per capita GDP is positively correlated with higher educational mobility, with wealthier nations offering
greater opportunities for upward mobility. However, the strength of this relationship is influenced by other socio-political
factors, such as education system quality and social welfare policies. The study concludes with policy recommendations to
foster greater educational equity and mobility in lower-income economies.
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INTRODUCTION

Intergenerational mobility in education is a pivotal measure of a society's ability to provide equal
opportunities for all individuals, irrespective of their family background. In an ideal scenario, the educational
attainment of an individual should not be solely dependent on the socio-economic status of their parents.
However, in many societies, children from wealthier families are often able to access better educational
resources, thus perpetuating cycles of privilege, while children from lower socio-economic backgrounds
face barriers to higher education. The concept of intergenerational mobility in education refers to the ability
of individuals to move up the educational ladder relative to their parents, and it is influenced by numerous
factors, including economic prosperity, educational infrastructure, public policy, and social welfare systems.
Among the many factors that affect educational mobility, economic prosperity—often quantified as per capita
GDP—plays a central role. The wealth of a nation not only influences the availability of educational
resources but also determines the structure and quality of the educational system. Economies with higher
per capita GDP tend to invest more in infrastructure, educational institutions, and public services, which
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can, in turn, create greater opportunities for individuals to achieve higher levels of education. Conversely,
nations with lower economic wealth may struggle to provide the necessary resources for equitable
education, limiting opportunities for upward mobility. The relationship between economic prosperity and
educational mobility is particularly significant because education is often seen as a key driver of social
mobility—the ability for individuals to improve their socio-economic status over time.

In recent years, scholars and policymakers have increasingly focused on the link between economic
development and intergenerational mobility, recognizing that while economic growth is crucial, it does not
automatically translate into greater educational mobility for all citizens. Several studies suggest that in
wealthier nations, children from disadvantaged backgrounds have better chances of accessing quality
education, which can pave the way for improved social outcomes. However, in lower-income countries,
the barriers to education are often more entrenched, with children in poorer households facing systemic
obstacles such as limited access to schools, inadequate infrastructure, and financial pressures that require
them to enter the workforce at a young age.

Despite the increasing body of literature on this topic, there remains a gap in understanding how per
capita GDP specifically affects intergenerational mobility in education across diverse countries with varying
levels of economic prosperity. It is important to ask whether higher per capita GDP is always associated
with increased mobility or whether other factors, such as social welfare systems, education policies, and
political stability, mediate this relationship. For instance, while countries like Germany, Sweden, and South
Korea have robust education systems and strong social safety nets that promote equality, nations with
similar levels of per capita GDP, such as Brazil or South Africa, may face challenges related to inequality,
corruption, or political instability, which could hinder educational mobility despite economic growth.
Moreover, intergenerational mobility in education is also influenced by the quality of education that is
accessible to children from various backgrounds. In many developing countries, even if there is economic
growth, the quality of education remains uneven, with children from wealthier families benefiting from better
teachers, schools, and resources, while children from lower-income backgrounds face overcrowded
classrooms, poorly trained teachers, and outdated curricula. These disparities exacerbate the educational
divide and reduce the likelihood of upward mobility for disadvantaged youth.

This study aims to explore the role of per capita GDP in shaping intergenerational mobility in education
across multiple countries, ranging from high-income to low- and middle-income economies. By examining
this relationship, the study seeks to understand whether wealthier nations inherently provide more
opportunities for upward mobility in education, or whether other factors such as education system quality,
social welfare, and government policies play a mediating role. This cross-country study will use empirical
data to assess the role of economic prosperity in enabling or hindering mobility and will explore potential
strategies for improving educational mobility, particularly in countries with lower per capita GDP.

The primary research objectives of this study are to:

1. Examine the correlation between per capita GDP and intergenerational mobility in education in
high-, middle-, and low-income countries.

2. Identify the socio-economic and policy factors that mediate the relationship between per capita
GDP and educational mobility, such as the quality of the education system, access to social services, and
government investment in education.
|
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3. Assess the role of education system quality in facilitating mobility and how disparities in educational
opportunities between rich and poor households impact long-term educational outcomes.

4, Provide policy recommendations for governments and educational institutions on how to improve
educational equity and mobility, with a particular focus on improving access to quality education for
disadvantaged populations.

Understanding the role of economic prosperity in intergenerational mobility is crucial for policymakers
seeking to create more inclusive educational systems that provide equal opportunities for all children,
regardless of their socio-economic background. As economic globalization continues to shape the trajectory
of nations worldwide, ensuring that the benefits of economic growth are equally distributed through access
to education becomes increasingly important. This study will provide valuable insights into the strategies
and policies that can be implemented to improve educational mobility and, by extension, contribute to the
overall reduction of socio-economic inequalities.

Intergenerational mobility in education refers to the ability of children to achieve a higher level of education
compared to their parents. It is a fundamental indicator of social equity, as it reflects the extent to which
a society allows individuals to overcome the socio-economic disadvantages of their family background.
One of the central factors influencing educational mobility is economic prosperity, which is often measured
by per capita GDP. Economic prosperity can shape access to quality education, the availability of
educational resources, and the overall education system.

In wealthier nations, children from all socio-economic backgrounds often have better access to education,
thanks to the availability of resources, well-funded schools, and social safety nets that promote educational
opportunities. Conversely, in lower-income countries, children may face significant barriers to education,
including inadequate school infrastructure, limited educational resources, and the need to contribute to the
household income, which hinders their ability to pursue schooling. Consequently, countries with higher per
capita GDP are often assumed to provide greater intergenerational mobility in education.

This study aims to explore how per capita GDP influences intergenerational educational mobility across
countries with differing levels of economic development. Specifically, we seek to examine whether wealthier
countries exhibit higher levels of intergenerational mobility in education and the factors that mediate this
relationship. In doing so, we aim to shed light on the broader socio-economic conditions that impact
educational opportunities and mobility.

METHODS

Data Sources and Selection

This study uses a cross-country comparative approach, drawing data from global databases such as the
World Bank, OECD, and the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).
The sample includes 40 countries from diverse regions, including high-income nations (e.g., the United
States, Germany, Japan) and low- to middle-income nations (e.g., India, Brazil, Nigeria). These countries
were selected to capture a wide range of per capita GDP values, allowing for an analysis of how economic
wealth influences educational mobility in different contexts.

Key indicators included in the analysis are:

1. Per capita GDP: Measured in U.S. dollars.
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2. Intergenerational mobility in education: Calculated using the intergenerational elasticity of education
(IGE), which measures the correlation between the educational attainment of parents and their children. A
higher IGE indicates lower mobility.

3. Education system quality: Data on the number of years of schooling, dropout rates, and access to
tertiary education.

4. Social welfare programs: Indicators of social support mechanisms that might influence education
(e.g., child allowances, free public schooling).

Statistical Analysis

The study employs multiple regression analysis to assess the relationship between per capita GDP and
intergenerational mobility. We control for confounding factors, including education system quality, social
welfare policies, and cultural factors that might influence educational outcomes. Additionally, panel data
analysis was conducted to track the changes in educational mobility over time, correlating shifts in economic
prosperity with changes in educational mobility indicators.

Case Study Approach

To supplement the quantitative analysis, a set of case studies from five countries—two high-income
(Germany, United States) and three middle-income (Brazil, India, South Africa)-was conducted. These
case studies provide contextual insights into how economic growth and policy interventions impact
intergenerational mobility in education within different socio-political environments.

RESULTS

Correlation Between Per Capita GDP and Intergenerational Mobility

The analysis reveals a positive correlation between per capita GDP and intergenerational educational
mobility. Countries with higher per capita GDP tend to exhibit lower intergenerational elasticity of education
(IGE), suggesting that children in wealthier nations are more likely to achieve a higher level of education
than their parents. Specifically, countries such as Germany and the United States, with high per capita
GDP, demonstrate high levels of intergenerational mobility, where children from lower socio-economic
backgrounds have better access to education compared to those in lower-income countries.

On the other hand, countries with lower per capita GDP, such as India and Brazil, show higher IGEs,
indicating that the educational attainment of children is more strongly tied to their parents’ education and
socio-economic status. This result is consistent with previous literature suggesting that limited resources
and educational opportunities in lower-income countries impede upward mobility.

Impact of Education System Quality and Social Welfare

While per capita GDP is a significant factor, the quality of the education system and the presence of
social welfare programs play a mediating role. In countries like Germany and South Korea, where the
education system is well-funded and there are robust social welfare policies in place, the impact of
economic wealth on intergenerational mobility is even more pronounced. These countries provide access
to high-quality education and support systems that help level the playing field for children from
disadvantaged backgrounds.

In contrast, in lower-income nations, where educational resources are scarce and social welfare programs
are limited, the effect of per capita GDP on educational mobility is weaker. The lack of investment in the
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education sector in countries like Nigeria and South Africa exacerbates the role of parental background in
determining educational outcomes.

Case Study Insights

The case studies provide additional insights into the broader socio-economic conditions that influence
mobility. In the United States, for example, while the high per capita GDP supports educational
opportunities, the increasing inequality and inadequate public education funding in certain regions limit the
benefits of economic growth for disadvantaged groups. In Brazil, despite steady economic growth,
entrenched social inequalities and disparities in the quality of education across regions continue to hinder
educational mobility.

DISCUSSION

This study highlights the significant role that economic prosperity plays in intergenerational mobility in
education. Per capita GDP is positively correlated with educational mobility, meaning that wealthier countries
are more likely to provide opportunities for upward mobility through education. However, economic wealth
alone does not guarantee equal opportunities. The quality of the education system, as well as the presence
of social support programs, are crucial mediating factors that determine the degree to which economic
growth translates into educational opportunities for all citizens.

For countries with lower per capita GDP, the path to enhancing intergenerational mobility requires
substantial investment in education infrastructure, teacher quality, and social welfare programs. Simply
boosting economic growth is unlikely to improve educational outcomes unless these factors are also
addressed. Additionally, countries with higher economic inequality may face challenges in translating
economic growth into broader educational opportunities, as the benefits of growth may not be equitably
distributed.

The findings also suggest that education policy plays a critical role in ensuring that economic prosperity
leads to greater educational mobility. Countries with inclusive and equitable education systems, such as
those in Northern Europe, tend to have higher levels of mobility, as their systems are designed to provide
opportunities for children from all socio-economic backgrounds to succeed.

CONCLUSION

This study confirms that per capita GDP is an important factor influencing intergenerational mobility in
education, with wealthier countries generally exhibiting higher mobility. However, the relationship is complex
and is influenced by other factors, such as the quality of the education system and the availability of
social welfare programs. For countries with lower per capita GDP, investing in education infrastructure and
implementing policies that reduce socio-economic inequality are crucial steps toward enhancing educational
mobility.

To improve intergenerational mobility globally, policy-makers should focus not only on economic growth
but also on strengthening education systems, ensuring equitable access to resources, and implementing
social welfare programs that support disadvantaged families. By fostering an environment where all children,
regardless of their parental background, can access quality education, countries can create a more
equitable and socially mobile future.
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